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* Modelling German artillery of 1914-18 
* Building a Wellington Mk 1 bomber 
* Converting a Prairie tank locomotive 


Great ships of the 20™ Century 


AIRFIX BRINGS THEM TO LIFE! Famous The vast range of Airfix construction kits covers 
fighting ships like H.M.S. Ajax and Ark Royal. 19 different series, including planes, ships, cars, 
Great modern liners like the ‘“Canberra’—all historical figures and trackside series—each 
brought to life in minute detail by Airfix! model just like the real thing! 


Prices from only 2/7d to 20/6d 
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WARPLANES, CARS, 
SHIPS, TANKS TOO! 
Start your collection NOW! 
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1/24th scale for maximum detail 
and the rocket missiles really fire. 
Great value at 5/2d. 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE 2/- MONTHLY 
Ask for the Airfix Kit catalogue 
from your local stockist 
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JUST LIKE THE REAL THING 


From toy shops, model and hobby 
shops and F. W. Woolworth. 
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AUTHENTIC CAMOUFLAGE 


COLOUR KITS 


A MODELLERS 
DREAM COME TRUE... 
Every modeller wants that 
added touch of realism, so 
Humbrol have produced 

authentic Camouflage Kits. 


KITS 


(each containing six tinlets) 
as follows: 


.R.A.F. (European) 

. LUFTWAFFE 

USAF. 

. FLEET AIR ARM 
.R.A.F. (Overseas) 

. FRENCH AIR FORCE 
. ITALIAN AIR FORCE 

. JAPANESE AIR FORCE 
.U.S.A.F. (Vietnam) 

. MILITARY VEHICLES 
. MILITARY UNIFORMS 
. AIRCRAFT (W. War 1) 
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live actioncolours 
for aero modellers! 


THIS PAINT 
DRIES IN 
3 MINUTES 


FLAT 


Humbrol technologists are proud 
to introduce this authentic model- 
lers dream paint, a new highly 
developed matt finish which dries 
in 3 minutes without brush marks 
and with outstanding covering 
power. All this is achieved by a 
thin film which does not obliter- 
ate minute detail. These authentic 
camouflage colours are the result 
of months of research and devel- 
opment to establish shades iden- 
tical to the originals used. 
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Other new 
detailed 


Aircraft 
22 #£4FFPF Panther Jet 6/11 (10/6) 
30 Focke-Wulfe 190 6/tl (10/6) 
40 F6F Hellcat 6/tl trove 
44 P40 Flying Tiger 6/1l (10/6 
80 SNJ Trainer 6/11 (10/6) 
105 Fokker DR-|I 

Triplane 7/tl (12/6) 
88 Jap. Zero 6/ti (10/6) 
144 Corvair B58 

Hustler 7/tt (12/6) 
Ships 
210 Black Falcon 

Pirate Ship I5/tt (24/6) 
429 The Buccaneer 15/tl (24/6) 
431 Bluenose Schooner 19/11 (32/11) 
703 USS St. Pau 7/il (12/6) 
706 Sea Wolf Atomic 

Submarine 7/Ut (12/6) 
708 Nautilus Atomic 

Submarine 7/it (12/6) 
712 HMS King 

George V 12/6 (17/6) 
714 USS Enterprise 

Aircraft Carrier 12/6 (17/6) 
Knights and Ghameiane, 
405 Spartacus 7/tl (12/6) 
406 Gladiator 7/Ut (12/6) 
462 Superman 7/tl (12/6) 
472 Blue Knight 7/il (12/6) 
1/43 DIECAST MODELS AT ¢ 
PRICE 
Solido 
100 jaguar ‘D’ Type 4/il 
114 Citroen AMI 6 4/il 
121 Lancia Flaminia 6/11 
128 Ford Thunderbird 6/11 
Tekno 
407 Volkswagen Taxi 5/11 
419 Taunus Delivery 5/tl 


1968 SPRING SALE - UP T0 60° 


AURORA KITS 


444 Vespa Scooter with 


Sidecar 3/6 
719 Morris Oxford 4/11 
724 Opel Kadettr 5/1 
726 Merc. Benz 220SE 5/ 


727 D.K.W., De Luxe 5/ 
73! Mercedes 220 Ambulance 6/ 
763 Motorcycle with Sidecar 3/ 
818 Lloyd Van 2/ 
819 Volkswagen 3/ 

4/ 

5/ 


820 Thunderbird 

826 Taunus 17M 

Ziss 

1901 Merc. Simplex 7/01 
1905 Merc. Kittenwagen 12/6 
1908 @pel Staelt Coupe 7/11 


1909 Opel Doktor 
1910 Benz Limousine 


IMC 1/25 KITS REDUCED FROM 


32/6 TO 24/11! 


Amazing full engine, suspension, 


underside and interior detail 

105 °48 Ford Conv 

107. Maverick’'s Little Red Drag 
Wagon. 

109 Ford ee eS i 


MPC 1/25 KITS 


at + Price 
Gangbusters with fully detailed 
engine, suspension, and interior. 


201 1932 Chrysler Conv. 16/6 
204 1932 Chrysler Roadster 16/6 
205 1932 Chevrolet Cabriolet 

or ‘Paddy Wagon’ A 

9 in | kit. 24/11 
EUROPE KITS 
1/32 Statics at 4 price 
1891 Panhard 7/1 
1895 Panhard Coupe 7/tl 
1905 Panhard et Levassor 9/11 





INTERNATIONAL BY-RETURN MAIL-ORDER SERVICE 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
POSTAGE 
RATES: 


Inland. Under 10/— 1/6 
Under él 2/- 
Over €él 3/- 
Overseas. 
Surface. 
Air Mail. 


15% of order value 
45°, of order value 


Open Mon. to Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Late night Friday—9 p.m. 


"68 MPC KITS 
Just arrived from U.S.A. 


NEW 1/20 SCALE KITS 


2000 STP Indy Gas Turbine Car 
Fully detailed optional clear turbine 
cover 

3000 °68 Corvette Stingray 
Independent front suspension, optional 
clear bonnet, build as road or drag 
version. Wiring fully detailed 


The New ’66 Kits 
fully detailed 





59/6 


49/11 
1/25 scale and 
’68 Plymouth 


’68 Impala H.T. 
'68 Impala Conv. 


*68 Corvette H.T. 33/9 
'68 Corvette Conv. each 
'68 Pontiac H.T. 
'68 Bonneville Conv. 
'68 Olds Tornado 
*68 Camaro H.T. 

1/25 Kits All fully 


FORD G.T. Mk IV Complete with 
clear trailer van. Fully detailed 
Steering. 427 Engine working 


independent suspension. 49/11 
Magnum G.T. 33/9 
Cosma Ray 33/9 
Tagnotti’s oa ly 29/6 
Wilhelm’s Wonder 29/6 
Thunder Charger 33/9 
Mr. Unswitchabdle 33/9 


1/25 Classics—Fully detailed engine, 
suspension, underside, & interior 


19286 Lincoln 33/9 
1932 Chrysler 33/9 
1933 Chev. Truck. 29/6 


1.M.C. 


1/25 scale wy detailed plastic kits 


NEW 116 CHAPARRAL 2E Featuring 
working aerofoil, steering and hinged 


rear body sectien (reveals fully 
detailed Chev. engine). Another great 
ILM.C, kit 33/9 
103 Cougar Il 33/9 
104 Ford G.T. 40 33/9 
113 Ford G.T. ‘)’ Car 33/9 
114 Volkswagen (twin kit) Can be 


built as stock or altered. 33/9 


AUTO-KITS 1/24 SCALE METAL 
KITS 


00! 1962 B.R.M. F(1) 59/6 
002 1963 Lotus 25 F(t) 52/- 
003 1961 Ferrari F(1) 1.5 59/6 
004 1962/63 B.R.M. Fil) 59/6 
005 1927 Bugatti type 35B 72/- 
006 1934 E.R.A. 14 litre 72/- 
007 Lotus Super Seven 65/6 
008 1932 Alfa (P3) 72/- 
009 Porsche 904 G.T. 90/- 
010 1929 M.G. (M) type 65/6 
Oll Lotus 38 (1965) Indy 65/6 
012 Lotus 33 Fil) 59/6 
013 Mercedes SSKL (1929) 82/I1 
015 1927 Delage G.P.1.5 72/- 


192844 LITRE LE MANS BENTLEY 


1/24 Wills Finecast all metal kit, with 
full engine, suspension, steering, 
interior and underside detail £6148 


POCHER OF ITALY 


1907 130 H.P FIAT F2 

1/8 scale kitin brass, steel iron, copper, 
leather, rubber, aluminium and plastic. 
Full engine, suspension, geared 
steering, etc. 247-0 


70 FINSBURY PAVEMENT LONDON EC2 
(Nr. Moorgate und.) MONarch 5506 
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BOOKS on WEAPONS, UNIFORMS ETC—BY POST 
Prices include postage. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Abbreviations: PC=Soft paper covers: HC= Hard Covers. 


UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA ETC: 

Badges & Emblems of the British Forces, 1940. 64 pages, nearly 350 
illusts of badges of the British and Commonwealth Armed Forces. 1968, 
PC. (To be published shortly) 16.9 approx 

C.1.G.S. Red Army Uniforms & Insignia, 1944 40 pages, much de- 
tailed information and over I75 illusts. PC. (To be published shortly) 

18/3 approx 

FEATHERSTONE D. F. War Games. Battles & Manoeuvres with Model 
Soldiers. 150 pages, 16 plates & 3 maps. HC. 22,6 

FUNCKEN L., & F, Les Costumes et les Armes des Soldats de tous 
les Temps. Set of 2 volumes, French text. Profusely illustrated with 
coloured illustrations of weapons and uniforms, of soldiers throughout 
the ages. Vol. | covers from the Pharoahs to time of Louis XV. Volume 2 
covers the period from Frederic Il to modern times HC. Each volume 
43/- post paid. Or, for the set of 2 vols 84/6 

HICKS J. E. German Weapons, Uniforms & Insignia, 1841-1918. 158 
pages, many plates of Imperial German Army equipment etc., HC 52/- 

TANKS ETC. 

COOPER B. The Ironclads of Cambrai. 243 pages, 25 photos, 8 maps. 
New work on the first major tank battle of WW 1. HC. 37,6 

ROGERS H. C. B. Tanks in Battle. Coloured frontispiece, 48 black and 
white plates of tanks in both World Wars. 240 pp. HC. 38, - 

CHAMBERLAIN & ELLIS The Sherman. Illustrated History of M4 Medium 
Tank and all its’ variants. 80 pages, 87 photos, 8 other illusts. PC. 30/9 

VON SENGER UND ETTERLIN Das kleine Panzerbuch. 184 pages, 
German text. Profuse illustrations of AFY's of all major nations. 33/6 

BAYONETS, SWORDS, ETC. 

FFOULKES & HOPKINSON Sword, Lance and Bayonet. 156 pages, 3 
plates (depicting 40 Sword-hilts etc 1750-1912) and 80 line drawings. 
1967, HC. 41/6 

STEPHENS F. J. Bayonets. The first general illustrated survey of bayonets 
of all major nations to be published. 76 pages, 134 photos PC. 30/9 

STEPHENS F. J. Guide to Nazi Daggers, Swords and Bayonets. 
Useful pocket-size guide 55 plates of Nazi edged weapons, with captions 
PC 15/6 

VALENTINE €E. Rapiers Illustrated reference guide to British and 
European Rapiers of the 16th and 17th Centuries. 76 pp, 58 photos, and 
3 drawings. HC, 26/6 


SEND YOUR ORDER with payment, to 
Ken Trotman (Arms Books), 18 Manwell Road, Swanage, Dorset. 


New from Harbutt’s 
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MINIATURE 
MODEL MOTOR CARS 
CONSTRUCTION SET 
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The new miniature car construction set for 
making up 10 vintage and veteran models. 
Contents include 10 assembly kits, instruction 
leaflet, ‘Plasticine’ and assembly tools. Every- 
thing fits into place perfectly without glue. 
Order now. 


Distributed by 


HARBUTT’S PLASTICINE LTD. 


Bathampton - Bath - Somerset 








ERNEST BERWICK 


THE MODEL SPECIALISTS 


TIA NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS, ENGLAND 


AT LAST The world famous 500cc. single cylinder NORTON as used by 
Geoff Duke, Reg Armstrong, Ken Kavanagh and Ray Amm in winning the 1949, 
1951, 1952, 1953, and 1954 Isle of Man TT. 1/9 scale 53/6 





AIRCRAFT HASEGAWA AIRFIX SCALE FIGURES 
AIRFIX 1/72 Emily. . ; . 49/11 st HL lb ; . 2/7 
a / 1 1H A | ; : | 
1/72 Beagle Basset _ 3/7 1/72 F-86F Sabre . ; ; . 4/11 Sth ae t ; orse rti std : : ais 
122 LS EE = co NICHIMO CARS 
1/72 Ford Trimotor ‘a i 
1/72 Spitfire 5B. : - 4/11 Monogram Super Modified Sportsman. 
Airfix Catalogue 1/6 plus 6d. p and p. REVELL Hairy Olds. Catalogues 1/- plus 6d. p. & p. 
FROG 1/72 Douglas A-20c Havoc . . 9/3 1.M.C. 1/25 Chaparal 2E, Cougar, Volks- 
a wagen Beetle, Ford Mk. Il G.T. Mustang, 
1/72 Blackburn Shark. . 3/11 A.F.V. by Nichimo (motorised) '48 Ford Convertible. 32/6 each. 
as L.T.V. A7 Corsair 2 . 6/6 1/35 Abbot 105 mm. S.P. Gun -. 27/11 MOTOR CYCLES 
1/72 Northrop F5 . 3/11 4/35 Chieftain Tank , . 37/11 PYROBS.A... . 9/6 
Frog Broadsheet 1968 6d. plus 4d. p. & p. 1/35 U.S. Army M109 S.P. Howitzer 27/11 Yammaha . : ‘ ' . 9/6 


ABT DECALS 
1-39, 5/— per sht. 
NEW 1/72 USA large sht. 10/- 


MET ALSKIN 4/- per sht. 


MATT & GLOSS 


AIRCRAFT PROFILES 
1-168, 2/-. 169-204, 2/6. 
ARMOUR 1-36, 2/6 





For those of you who cannot visit our premises, a postal service is always available. All orders will receive our 


prompt and personal attention. Postal rates: Up to 10/-, 1/- ; £1.2.0 2/- ; £2.5.0 6/- ; 





over £5 post free in U.K. only 
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BELLONA TANK PRINTS 


Series 1 Tank Mk. | (U.K.), Whippet (U.K.), Jgd. Pz Elefant 
(GE), PzKpfw IB with PzJager | (GE). 

Series 2 Medium Type 97 (JA), SU.100 (SU), Sd Kfz 251/1 
5 i Half Track (GE), Tiger tI—Porsche Turret 


Series 3 Matilda (U.K.), Tankette Type 97 (JA), M.18 Hellcat 
(US), M7B1 Priest (US). 

Series 4 StuPz IV Brummbar (GE), JgdPz 38(t) Hetzer (GE), 
734/85 (SU), KVI and II (SU). 

Series 5 M.24 Chaffee (US), M.4 105 mm How, HVSS (US), 
Volkswagen Personenwagen, Pioniergeratewagen, and 
Schwimm Fahiger (GE), 105 cm PZFH 18 Wespe (GE). 

Series 6 PzKpfw IV J (GE), StuG IIID (GE), Cromwell IV (UK), 
Jeep with trailer and Seep (US). 

Series 7 PzKpfw Ill F (GE), M.41 Gorrilla (US), SU 85 (SU), 
Sherman VC Firefly (US). 

Series 8 Jagd Panther Sd Kfz 173s (GE), Super heavy tank T28 
(US), double page. Comet (UK). 

Series 9 8.8 cm Flak 18 and Sd ZgKw 8&t. (GE), 3 in. Gun Motor 
carriage M10 (US), Assault Tank T14 (US). 

Series 10 Carro Armato Tipo M13/40. Sd Kfz 139 ‘‘Marder III"’ 
15 cm GW. ‘‘Lorraine.’’ A7v Sturmpanzerwagen. 
SERIES 11 onwards with Colour Cover Picture. 

Series 11 PzKfw IV D (GE), A.C.V. H.P. and L.P. (A.E.C.) 
T 6 x 6 Mk. 1 (UK)#, Medium Tank T6 (US), Light 
Tank M22 (T9E1) ‘‘Locust’’ (US). 

Series 12 SdKfz 232 (FU), 8 RAD (GE)*, Light Tank MS3A1 
‘*Stuart’’ Ill and IV (US), Australian Cruiser Mk. 1 
**Sentinel’’ (A). 

Opel Vehicles with the 3-ton Lorry Chassis. Semitrack 
3 eae SdKfz4, Kfz 305, and Standard 4 x 2 Truck 

Series 13 Pz.Kpfw ‘‘Tiger’’ Ausf.E (GE) (Double page), Medium 
Tank M4A3 E2 (75 mm, Wet) Assault ‘‘Jumbo’’ (US), 
A 30, ‘‘Challenger’’ Mk. 1 (UK). 

Series 14 Tank Mk. IV (UK), Canadian Medium ‘‘Ram’’ Mk. Il 
(CA), 15 cm s.FH auf GW.III/IV ‘‘Hummel’’ (GE), 
VK 3001 (P)-Porsche type 100 ‘‘Leopard’’ (GE). 

4/-— each post free. Airmail postage 1/6. 

Series 15 Now Printing. M.3 ‘GENERAL LEE’ Mk. 1 (US), T.82 
105 mm Howitzer Motor Carriage (US), Daimler Mk. 1 
Arm. Car (UK), Pz.Spae.wg. LUCHS Sd.Kfz. 12B (GE). 


Gold blocked binder for Tank prints 9/-— Inc. post 


SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME 


Six series 
Six series 
Six series to USA or Canada 


STATE with which series to begin. 


ARMOURED VEHICLES. A handy reference book covering the 
development of the Tank from ‘‘little Willie’’ 1915 to the latest 
design in service, over 500 illustrations scale 1/16 in. to the foot. 
Size 11 in. x 5 in. Price 7/6 postage 6d. 


SUMMARY OF THE SELF-PROPELLED WEAPONS OF THE GERMAN 
ARMY 1939-46. Part 1— Weapons on German-built Fully-tracked 
Chassis. Size 11 in. x 5 in. Price of Part 1—8/-, p/p 6d. 


MILITARY FIELD WORKS OF THE 18th AND 19th CENTURY. By 
William Holmes, F.R.S.A. Size 10 x 5. Price 5/-, p/p 6d_ 


MILITARY ENTHUSIASTS NOTEPAPER with sketch at top showing 
Tank artillery and troops printed in sepia on good quality white 
bond 8 in. x 6} in. 4 doz. sheets 5/6, p/p 9d. USA $1.00. MAIL 
ORDER ONLY. 


BELLONA COLOUR PRINTS 


Colour reproduction suitable for framing, 8) x 11, by George 
Bradford. 


BC 1 PzKpfw III/L, General Stuart M3, 
Italian M13/40, Matilda Mk. II. 


Set of four 10/-, p/p 9d. Sent in Postal Tubes. 


Col3 PzKpfw VI ‘‘Tiger 1°’ Ausf.E. Japanese Tankette Type 94 TK. 
Sherman VC ‘‘Firefly’’. JagPz.38 (t) ‘‘Hetzer’’ (Baiter). 
Price per set 13/6 plus p/p 9d. 


Send for full list of Publications 3d. 


BELLONA - 
May, 1968 


24/— Inland or sea mail 
34/6 Air Mail 
$5.00 incl. Air Mail 


DEPT AA - HAWTHORN HILL : 





Bellona Battlefields 


SCALE HO/OO 


BB 1 German gun howitzer position + other 
emplacements. 


BB 2 Mortar position with ammo bay + other 
emplacements. 

BB 3. British field gun position + other emplacements. 

BB 4 German light artillery position + other 
emplacements. 

BB 5 German revetted Mg trench + other 
emplacements. 

BB 6 German self-propelled artillery position + 
other emplacements. 

BB 7 Seven different emplacements. 

BB 8 Large circular sandbagged emplacement. 


+ other emplacements. 
BB 9 Two Japanese bunkers (different designs). 
BB10 Two cottages reduced to ruins. 
BB11_ ‘British pillbox and dugout. 
BB12 Encampment of 12 bivouacs. 
BB13 Defenceworks—tank traps (5 double rows of 6). 
BB14 German pillbox and Mg position. 
BB15 Two revetted earthworks. 


Each set costs 3/2 FROM YOUR STOCKIST, or by post 
U.K. 9d. for one; additional sets 3d. Overseas 2/- (addi- 
tional 10d.). Commonwealth 1/- (additional 3d.). 


RV3 CULVERT BRIDGE and three lengths of wall 3/8 
Formed in grey P.V.C. Can be used with R6 & R7. 


RIVERS 

Formed in Watery Blue P.V.C. with textured surface. 
R4 River Section Straight 3/8 

R5 River Section Curved 3/8 

R6 Stream Sections Straight (2 pieces) 3/2 
R7 Stream Sections Curved (2 pieces) 3/2 
Postage as for Battlefields. 

NEW. RV2 River Bridge 3/8 


Bellona Diorama 


Size 164 x 104. HO/OO scale. 


Di 1914-18 trench 10/- 
D2 Menin Road 10/- 
NEW 

D3 The Redan 11/1 
D4 Twin 88 mm. gun position 11/1 
D5 Fighter dispersal bay 11/1 


From Your Stockist or by post U.K. 1/- for one. Over- 
seas 4/6. Commonwealth 1/6. 
See these sets fully detailed. 


BELLONA FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 68 


NOW AVAILABLE. PRICE 6d. POST FREE. 
BELLONA SHEET 


BELLONA SHEET white polystyrene sheet for model making. Cut 
with knife or scissors, glue with polystyrene cement. Size 84 x 6. 


10 thou 15 thou 20 thou 40 thou 
BS 1 3 sheets 2 sheets 1 sheet 3/6 
BS 2 3 sheets 2/- 
383 2 sheets 2/8 
BS 4 6 sheets 2/- 
BS 5 2 sheets 2 sheets 2/- 
BS 6 2 sheets transparent 2/- 
BS 7 4 sheets 2/- 


Postage: 6d. one set. 3d. each additional. 
Overseas 1/6 one set. 1/-— each additional. 


BRACKNELL - BERKS 
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TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS . . . 
USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 





‘JOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT ‘JOY’ New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL | 


(Green shade The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
only.) cae including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours. 
Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, 

and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 
It gives glass-hard abrasion 

and wear resisting surface. 


Tins: 1/6; 2/3; 3/9; 5/9 & 





See in the 

dark outfits, 
containing Base. 
Reflecting Coat. 
and Luminous 
Top Coat. 


Packs 3/3: 5/6 All colours are lead free {= 


and are sate to use on children’s toys, etc. 








‘JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT ae ‘JOY-PLANE’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 



















New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 

hard setting. 


& 
* 
? Non-stringing. 
* 
* 
e 
Penetrates e 
e 
° 
a 
* 
e 
* 


quick drying 
and colourless. 
The perfect 
adhesive for 
giving a weld 
joint to any 


deeply and is 
heat resisting 
and fuel proof. 


Available in tubes 
9d.; 1/4; 2/- 


Available in 
tubes 9d.; 1/4 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 1/3; 2/-. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 1/3; 2/-; 2/9; 5/-. 


ay nates eh ed Ty is the registered trade mark of 


No. 2. Thin. 1/3; 2/-. 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 1/3 TURNBRIDGES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.17 


manufacturers of quality products for 


These are the recommended retail selling prices STICKING, STAINING. POLISHING, PAINTING 
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NEWS FROM AIRFIX Grumman Hellcat, Ford Tri-Motor kits in 1:72 scale, and MotoRace releases 334 
MILITARY MODELLING Chris Ellis converts the Airfix M3 Half-track to two other variants 335 
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EARLY WIMPY Alan W. Hall converts the Airfix Wellington III to a Mk | 347 
BUILD A SWING BRIDGE Scenic feature for railways—or roadways and wargames—by Michael Andress 352 
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PHOTOPAGE More rare pictures from readers of RAF and FAA types 362 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR The page where your views and ideas can win you a free Airfix kit 363 


COVER PICTURE 


One of the best looking of the current crop of saloon cars is the latest Vauxhall Victor introduced last October which is 

available with a 1.6 or 2 litre engine, has a five-bearing crankshaft and belt-driven overhead camshaft, and numerous 

safety features including anti-burst door locks, collapsible steering and recessed controls. Optional alternator, four 
headlamps, and fresh air ventilation are other features. 


(Illustration courtesy Vauxhall Motors Ltd) 





A!IRFIX magazine is published for the proprietors, Airfix EDITORIAL OFFICES AND 


Products Ltd, by PSL Publications Limited, on the ADVERTISEMENT DEPARTMENT 

fourth Friday of each month. Annual subscription rate PSL Publications Limited 

30s (USA $4.50). Second Class postage paid at New Brooks House, Upper Thames Street, London, EC4 
York Post Office, NY. Telephone: 01-248 1443 

, CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 

_ |. SSR are Oem Em re Surridge Dawson & Co. (Productions) Ltd 

Advertisement representatives: Stanbury Treadway Ltd, Publishing Dept, 26 Aberdour Street, London, SE1 

10a Welbeck Street, London, W1 (telephone 01-486 2008) Telephone: BERmondsey 7074/3726 


© All articles and illustrations published in A/RF/X magazine are 
strictly copyright, and may not be reproduced without written 
permission from the Editor. The Editor welcomes the submission 
of editorial material, which should be accompanied by return 
postage. Though every care is taken, the publishers cannot accept 
responsibility for safe keeping of editorial contributions. 
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The’ world’s value in_ construction kits 


2 Ford Tri-motor 








@ Grumman Hellcat 
=] MR 300 MotoRace Set 








A IRFIX have looked back over 42 years of aviation 
“history to the remarkable 1926 Ford 5-AT Tri-motor 
‘Tin Goose’ for their latest civil aircraft kit. First taking to 
the air in 1926, the ‘Tin Goose’ is still in scheduled air service 
in the US as well as on ‘bush’ routes in South America. 
Nearly 100 precision moulded polystyrene parts are used in 
the construction of the big 1:72 scale Airfix model which 
features passenger cabin details, complex undercarriage and 
engine details, and even simulates the corrugated metal skin 
of the aircraft. Price is 7s 11d. 


'PYHE Aijirfix MR 300 International Racing Set—price 

£12 19s 10d—1is the newest and biggest addition to the 
Airfix range of motor racing sets. The 30-foot two lane 
circuit with banked track covers an area 10 ft by 5 ft 6 inches 
and opens up a new high speed dimension in drawing room 
motor racing. The two cars supplied in this set are the Honda 
and Eagle Weslake described below. 

A wealth of new equipment (also available as separate 
accessories) is incorporated in the ‘International’ set and this 
includes a Banked Curve (21s 8d bought separately)}—four 
sections of banked two-lane track which clip together to form 
a 180-degree high speed corner that can double the effective 
length of high speed straights. 

The Honda Grand Prix car—Japan’s first racing success— 
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Above: The new Airfix Grumman Hellcat finished as a Fleet Air 
Arm F6F-5. Foot of page: The beautifully detailed Ford Tri-motor. 


and the promising American-designed, British-built Eagle 
Weslake are the two new 1:32 scale cars for the ‘Inter- 
national’ (27s 9d each separately). Each is fitted with fully 
operating Ackermann steering, the new Airfix Hi Speed Can 
Motor with high revs, high torque. and savage braking 
power. To cope with the high speed track and extra car 
performance, Airfix have developed SP 002 Tyres made in 
a new synthetic rubber that gives long life, improved track 
adhesion, controlled drifting and a quiet, smooth ride. Both 
the Hi Speed Can Motor and the SP 002 Tyres are now 
standard equipment for most of the Airfix ready-to-race cars 
(newly packaged in clear acetate presentation packs) as well 
as all the cars in the six motor racing sets. 


\]) EWEST edition of the Airfix Construction Kit Catalogue 
~* is now available from Airfix stockists and hobby shops. 
This includes a supplement illustrating the latest models and 
releases scheduled for the coming months. The supplement 
is in full colour, uniform with the rest of the catalogue. Also 
incorporated in the supplement is a revised price list which 
includes kits currently available and due for release shortly. 
Price of the catalogue is Is 6d. 


A model of the famous Grumman Hellcat navy fighter which 

can be completed as either of two different variants is the 
latest addition to the Airfix 1:72 scale warplane range. More 
than 60 beautifully detailed parts are included in this kit, and 
there are optional cowlings for the F6F-3 or F6F-5 versions. 
Two sets of transfers are included, one for a machine from USS 
Yorktown and the other for a 800 Sqn FAA Hellcat from HMS 
Emperor in the Pacific, 1945. Full panel and rivet detail is 
featured in the kit, there is a full combat load of bombs, rockets, 
and drop tanks, and the wings can be assembled in either the 
flying or folded positions as desired. Price of the Airfix Hellcat 
kit is 3s 8d. 


Due to an increase of purchase tax subsequent to the recent budget, the 
price of all Airfix kits is slightly increased. These are the new prices: 


Series |—2s 7d; Series 2—3s 8d; Series 3—5s 2d; Series 4—7s I 1d; Series 5— 
9s 11d; Series 6—12s I 1d; Series 7—15s 9d; Series 8—18s 3d; Series 9—20s 6d. 
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Half-track 
conversions 


ONVERSION possibilities with the Airfix M3 half-track kit 

are almost endless. Quite apart from ‘official’ adaptations of 

the chassis, there have been numerous local modifications or 

variants peculiar to one particular user. Examples of both these 
categories are covered this month. 

First, a ‘local’ variant, in this case the Command Vehicle 
version used by the British army toward the end of the last war 
and employed in the same role until quite recently. Thus this 
model is suitable for any time from 1944 onwards, and an ideal 
companion vehicle for the Centurion. Basically the Command 
Vehicle conversion used by the British was fitted with a canvas 
covered hardtop roof, raised sides, extra wireless sets and map 
tables internally for staff officers’ use, and canvas ‘penthouse’ 
extensions for erection when the vehicle was operating in the 
field. There were numerous detail variations, particularly with 
regard to external stowage and fittings, and my model is based 
on a vehicle used by a brigade commander of the 3rd Infantry 
Division in the ‘fifties. 

The model is very simple, and the first step is to build up the 
kit following the instructions to Stage 24. Since the interior is 
concealed you can omit internal fittings if you like and consign 
them to your spares box. Instead of an unditching roller, the 
vehicle carries a drum of telephone cable on the front bumper. 
To depict this, simply wrap cotton round the roller and fit as in 
the instructions. I made the hardtop from the tilt top of the 
Matador, left over from previous conversions. One end is sawn 
off this to reduce the overall length to 37 mm, and a 2 mm wide 
slice is taken from the centre-line to reduce the hardtop to half- 
track width. This is easily done by marking the centre-line and 
scribing it with a knife point, then measuring | mm each side and 


Below: The T/]2 model under construction showing the mounting 
plate taken from the ‘88° cruciform (background), the pivot, the 
shield, and the gun from ‘88 parts. Bottom: The Command 
Vehicle conversion—note cable reel at rear and side extensions. 





May, 1968 





Front view of a T12 clearly shows the stays on the gun shield and 
the vision slit. This is a US-manned vehicle, the crew being in the 
World War I pattern helmets worn until 194]. 


Military Modelling 
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scribing further lines. Use these outer lines as cutting guides for 
your razor saw (the X-Acto type makes short work of this task). 
Then cement the two outer sections together to give a hardtop the 
exact width of the half-track body. 

Sides of the vehicle have to be raised with strips of 2 mm deep 
plastic card to give extra headroom and the top is cemented 
straight on the side extensions. You then need a further strip of 
plastic card to fit under the front edge of the hard top, with 
the corners curved to match the curve of the roof. Then cut the 
front 10 mm from the canopy (part 39) and cement over the driv- 
ing cab. Two | mm square scraps of plastic card are cemented at 
the extreme front of the side extensions to depict aerial brackets, 
and the basic model is then complete. 

Further detailing is up to you. A typical fitting would be a 
telephone cable drum on the rear to one side of the door, or 
even one each side. I used scrap discs to fashion one of these. 
The canvas ‘penthouse’ screens were rolled up along each side at 
the base of the hardtop and also above the rear door. When the 
vehicle was used for directing operations, these would be un- 
rolled and fitted over stanchions (normally carried in the side 
stowage racks). I used rolled tissue paper to represent the side 
curtains and pins—with heads and tips snipped off—as the 
stanchions in the racks. For a diorama scene you could actually 
rig the extensions—they looked just like half a ridge tent each 
side—with miniature folding chairs and tables inside. Final 
additions are aerials on the brackets from stretched sprue or 
wire. 

Most important of the self-propelled gun versions of the half- 
track was the T12 SP 75 mm which carried the old French ‘75’ 
of World War | fame (surplus in 1941, having been replaced in 
US Army artillery regiments) mounted in the back of a M3. 
This was used by both the British and Americans in the last 
stages of the North Africa war, and again in the Italian cam- 
paign where some British tank regiments included a troop of 
T12s in their HQ Sqn to give support fire to the tanks. It was also 
used in the Pacific, so it’s an important model for wargamers as 
well. 

The T12 model once again follows the kit instructions up to 
Stage 24, except that the fuel tanks are cemented 4 mm from the 

continued on next page 
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Military Modelling — continued 





rear end of the interior instead of in the usual location. The seats 
(20 and 21) are omitted, and the bulkhead (part 12) is sawn off 
short across the top of the seat squabs. The side stowage racks 
are omitted also. Finally a V-shaped segment is cut from the top 
of the front armoured screen (part 26), 3 mm deep and 4 mm 
wide at the top. This acts as a rest for the gun barrel in the 
travelling position. 

Details of the gun are most easily seen by studying the sketch 
and the pictures. I used parts from a Flak 88 left over from 
German half-track conversions, though other bits and pieces 
would suffice. I'd be the last to claim 100 per cent accuracy for 
the gun, but I’ve concentrated on overall appearance (which is 


right) and is the most important point about modelling in 1:76 | 


scale. The gun mount is largely concealed, in any case, by the 
sides of the vehicle. The barrel, cradle, and trunnions are cement- 
ed together after trimming to match the drawing and a gun- 
shield is cut out separately from plastic card. Note that the right 
side of the shield is angled backwards and the left side isn’t. 

I cemented the barrel solid to the trunnions, which doesn’t 
limit elevation as much as you might think; there is, in fact, 
enough play on the traversing pivot to give elevation as well. The 
mounting is the top 3 mm sliced from the Flak 88 cruciform and 
cemented centrally on the vehicle floor close up to the bulkhead. 
I pushed a scrap of plastic through the pivot hole (a machine gun 
barrel actually) before cementing the mounting in place and this 
forms the traversing pivot for the gun. Final additions are the 
stays from the gun shield to the cradle, made from scrap of heat- 
stretched sprue, and clearly shown in the heading picture. 
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Above, top to bottom: Completed model of the Command Vehicle 
with rolled up ‘penthouse’ sides and aerials. Completed T12 model. 


Note the stowage box, from plastic scrap, on rear of left gun | 


shield. Full-size T12; this has cab side plates folded. 
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Above: Full-size drawings for T12 model. A—darrel filed down 
from ‘88° ; B—trunnions from ‘88’ kit; C—gun shield, bend back at 
dotted line; D—suggested method of pivoting gun mounting plate. 








ANTHONY BROWN (13), of Southsea, a keen Airfix 


modeller, whose father is Chief Staff Officer to Flag 
Officer Aircraft Carriers, was none too happy with the Ministry 
of Defence decision to scrap HMS Victorious. He offered his 
own light-hearted idea for giving the ship a new lease of life. 
Here it is in his own words: 

‘Finding one old model of the Victorious in a waste-paper 
basket at school, I decided to turn the hull (the only part which 
was not broken) into that of a submarine. I took off the flight 
deck and superstructure, and cut off the top of the hull above 
the stern openings, smoothing down any rough edges with a 
soldering iron. Then I turned what remained of the hull upside 
down and back to front. On to the forward part of the flat deck 
(or what used to be the bottom of the Victorious) I stuck the 
funnel of the Airfix model of the France and the superstructure 
that it fixes on to for a conning tower, and to the after part of 
this superstructure I stuck the France’s mast. I removed the tail 
planes from an Airfix model of a Seahawk and stuck them on to 
the sides of the submarine at the front for hydroplanes. Next I 


_ stuck eight of the wheels from an Airfix Panther tank behind the 





mast for the outer covers of the Polaris missile tubes. I stuck a 
couple of aerials between the conning tower and the mast, and 
painted them silver. Finally I stuck some Sellotape on the inside 
of all the windows to look as if there was glass in them. I painted 
the whole of the completed ‘submarine’ matt grey, except for the 
Polaris covers which I painted black. Of course the submarine is 
not in scale with other Airfix model ships, but I am in the pro- 
cess of converting the France into a Submarine Depot Ship, 
since it is big enough to stop the submarine looking the size of 
an aircraft carrier. If the Royal Navy are thinking of ways to get 
rid of the real HMS Victorious, perhaps they could follow suit!’ 


Below: Reader Anthony Brown’s tongue-in-cheek solution to 
utilising HMS Victorious in the Polaris missile age as described in 
his letter. Bottom: The two new Airfix 1:32 scale slot racers, the 
Honda (top) and Eagle-Weslake, on the new Airfix banked track, 
all described in ‘News from Airfix’ on page 334. 
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ANDLEY Page’s flight trials with its new Jetstream business 

airliner in Southern France are going so smoothly that there 

is every hope of completing all tests for a special category 

Certificate of Airworthiness before the aircraft returns to 
England in a few weeks’ time. 

Trials were transferred from Radlett to Pau near the Pyrenees 
last December in order that the flying programme could benefit 
from the better climate there. A tribute to the Jetstream’s 
reliability is the high rate of flying achieved by the first prototype 
in France. Averaging nearly two sorties a day Jetstream G- 
ATXH has exceeded its predicted schedule of test flying by more 
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than fifty per cent. 
Basic performance, stability, controllability, engine handling, 


flutter and systems-engineering tests are all being undertaken by 
this aircraft. Measurements so far confirm the Jetstream’s 
estimated performance figures. A large proportion of the 
engineering tests have now been completed. 

Each aircraft is brim full with as much test equipment—auto- 
observer, trace recorders and cameras—as that carried by each 
Handley Page Victor four-jet V bomber during its trials. On 
Jetstream test flights, seventy-five parameters are being con- 
tinuously recorded with a further one-hundred-and-sixty multi- 
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Top: Shape of things to come. The 


room is one of the main features of the DC-10 
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DC. ¥, 0 tri-jet 300-seat transport 
which has a rear engine mounted on top of the fuselage under the 
fin and rudder. Above: A capacious fuselage giving ample passenger 
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Top: The Jetstream prototype G-AT XH, high over the Pyrenees on 
o1 e of its many test flights from Pau. John Allam, Chief Test Pilot 
for Handley Page is at the controls. Above: New fin for Nimrod. 
The Hawker Siddeley replacement for the Shackleton has recently 
acquired a new triangular fillet to the leading edge of the fin. 


plexed samplings or visual readings. Altogether the first two 
flying prototypes have a capability of recording up to six-hundred 
parameters each. 

Three Handley Page pilots are currently sharing the bulk of 
test flying. They are: John Allam, Chief Test Pilot; Grahame 
Moreau, Jetstream Project Pilot, and Britain’s aerobatic 
champion Neil Williams. The latter joined the test programme 
last year after completing his service as a test pilot at RAE 
Farnborough. 

Supporting this programme at Pau is a forty strong team made 
up of flight test, ground test and systems engineers, aero- 
dynamicists, stressmen (for flutter tests), draughtsmen, ground 
crew, product-support and administration personnel. For offices, 
they have taken over a new extension to Pau Airport’s terminal 
building. All processing and calibration equipment was shipped 
there from Handley Page’s design centre. To link Radlett and 
Pau, the company operates a twice-weekly airline service for 
personnel and cargo. Its introduction recalls that nearly forty- 
nine years ago Handley Page pioneered Britain’s first overseas 
air services. 

Pau is also the main flying base for Turboméca, manufacturer 
of the Jetstream’s Astazou prop-jets. The high degree of engineer- 
ing compatibility achieved between engine and airframe is in no 
small measure due to the excellent collaboration received from 
Turboméca. In service, the Jetstream’s Astazou engines will be 
backed by the comprehensive world-wide facilities of the Rolls 
Royce/Bristol Siddeley organisation. 

The third Jetstream G-ATXI made its maiden flight on March 
8 from Radlett. Earlier it had been used for the four-week 
resonance test section of the aircraft’s ground development pro- 
gramme which included static loading and pressurisation tests 
at present being conducted on a fourth prototype. 

This aircraft will join the other two, flying at Pau in order to 
complete as soon as possible the five-hundred hours necessary 
for the type Certificate of Airworthiness. In addition, Jetstreams 
will be airborne for a further thousand hours’ intensive flying as 
part of the aircraft’s flight development programme. 

So far, 165 Jetstreams worth £264m have been ordered for 
civil operations in Europe, the Americas, Africa and elsewhere. 
An order for eleven military Jetstreams has been placed by the 
USAF which has also taken options on very many more. 


A CHANGE OF FIN 

E a recently released photograph of the Hawker Siddeley 
Nimrod four-jet maritime reconnaissance aircraft, it can be 
seen that the fin and rudder shape of the aircraft has been 
changed. An exceptionally large fillet has been added to the 

leading edge of the fin, presumably to improve stability. 
Powered by four Rolls Royce Spey engines, flight develop- 
ment trials on the first two prototype aircraft are now well 
advanced. The Nimrod will enter service with the Royal Air 
continued on page 339 
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PART 11 
POST-WAR 
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Y the middle of 1942, work had commenced on the modifi- 
cation of the early models of the Churchill. Not only were 
Churchills returned from the field for what was virtual re- 
building, but the armour thickness of some models were 
stiffened up by the addition of appliqué armour. Much of this 
work was done by the firms of Vauxhall and Broom & Wade, 
where these early models were converted at the rate of 15 per 
week. 

By January, 1943, production of the Churchill had reached 
160 new vehicles and 100 modified models. With the introduc- 
tion of the Mk VII in 1943, work was started to convert Mks 
Ill, IV, V, VI, to Mk VII status. Most of this conversion work 
was carried out by the REME workshops. Retrospective fittings 
included later model 6 pdr guns or 75 mm guns, Mk VII type 
cupolas and sights, and, of course, the added armour. New mark 
numbers were allotted as follows: 

Churchill Mk IX: Mks III and IV with heavier composite 
turret, reinforced roof, and re-armoured with appliqué side 
armour, thicker front plates, and the addition of skirting plates 
to the hull. Ordnance QF 6 pounder Mk 3 or 5 was fitted. 

Churchill Mk IX LT: As for Mk IX, but retaining the original 
turret unaltered. ‘LT’ stands for ‘Light Turret’. 

Churchill Mk X: Mk VI reworked with heavier composite 
turret, reinforced roof, and re-armoured with appliqué side 
armour. New visor and glacis plate, heavy suspension units and 
H41 gearbox were other changes. Ordnance QF 75 mm gun Mk 
5 or 5a was fitted in this mark. 

Churchill Mk X LT: As for Mk X, but retaining original 
turret. 

Churchill Mk XI: Mk V reworked incorporating a heavier 





Gi hurchill VIs ae the Jordanian Army onexercisesin the early fifties. 
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Third of the Black Prince prototypes 
wider hull and generally similar layout to the Churchill VII. Above: 


Churchill VII AVRE towing an AVRE sledge on exercises on 


Top: showing the 


Salisbury Plain (Imperial War Museum photos). 


composite turret, appliqué side armour, thicker front plates, re- 
inforced roof and the addition of skirting plates to the hull. 
Ordnance QF 95 mm Tank Howitzer Mk I remained the main 
armament on this model. 

Churchill XI LT: As for Mk XI, but retaining original turret. 

To enable the heavy turret on the Mks IX, X, XI, to be 
traversed, a special turret traversing gear was fitted to replace 
the original type. 


The Black Prince 


T has already been recounted how the Churchill armament 
was increased in size to match operational requirements as 
the war progressed. The original 2 pdr gave way to the 6 pdr and 
this in turn gave way to the 75 mm gun in the Mk VII. These 
changes were incorporated in an attempt to match the ever 
increasing calibre of gun being mounted in German tanks, 
though when the Churchill was designed guns of a calibre larger 
than 2 pdr were hardly envisaged in British tanks. The appear- 
ance of the Tiger and late model Pz IVs with 75 mm and 88 mm 
guns led to British activity to mount guns of comparable hitting 
power in existing designs suitably adapted (the Sherman Firefly 
and Challenger with 17 pdrs being prime examples), and to 
initiate new designs round the 17 pdr. 

Towards the end of 1943, Vauxhall were asked to make plans 
for mounting the 17 pdr in the Churchill. Elsewhere design 
work was initiated on the A41, destined to become the Cen- 
turion, built from the start with a 17 pdr gun. However, work 
on the 17 pdr-armed version of the Churchill was continued as 
an interim design and as a safeguard against failure of the A41. 
The Churchill was, however, too narrow in the hull to accom- 
modate a turret ring of the size necessary to take a 17 pdr turret 
sO a massive redesign was necessary, based as closely as possible 
on the Churchill VII (A22F). The new design was designated 
A43 Black Prince (also known as the Super Churchill). 

Six prototypes were constructed by Vauxhall, their completion 
co-inciding almost exactly with the first six Centurions. The 
Black Prince was similar in appearance to the Churchill VII but 
had a wider hull to take the larger diameter turret. Layout was 
almost identical to the Churchill but a stronger suspension was 
fitted to support the heavier weight, and track width was 
increased to 24 inches. The Bedford Twin-Six engine and Merritt- 
Brown transmission were retained. Cupola was of the all-round 
type as fitted in the Churchill VII. 

The Black Prince weighed 50 tons, had a crew of 5, 6 inch 
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armour On the turret front, 53 inches on the nose, 6 inches on 
the hull front and 3? inches on hull and turret sides. The 17 pdr 
was the QF Mk 4. The greatly increased weight with no increase 
in engine power reduced maximum road speed to only 104 mph, 
with a much lower cross-country speed. Cessation of hostilities 
in Europe in May, 1945, led to all work on the Black Prince 
being terminated, though trials were carried out on the six 
prototype models. Subsequently the A41 Centurion became the 
standard British tank of post-war years and the Black Prince 
remains only as the ultimate development of the slow, heavily 
armoured infantry tank idea, a conception that was already 
virtually obsolete when the original Churchill was designed. 


Post War 


Churchills remained in service for some years post-war, some 
Mk VIIs and Crocodiles seeing service in the Korean war. By 
the early fifties the Centurion had supplanted the last Churchill 
gun tanks in first line service, but special purpose variants and 
AVRES remained in service until replaced by Centurion 
derivatives in 1965. Churchills were also used post-war by the 
Indian and Jordanian armies and a small number are still used 
by the Irish Army, probably the only Churchill gun tanks now 
in Operational use. 

Retrospectively a service life of a quarter of a century seems 
unbelievable for a design so outdated in conception even when it 
was first produced, but the Churchill’s great contribution to 
British AFV history was a special purpose vehicle, the box-like 
shape and slow speed which limited its value as a fighting tank 
proving perfectly adaptable for almost every kind of device and 
duty which the boffins could devise. 

This history of the Churchill ends with a summary of the 
various model designations and projects: 


A20EI, A20E2: 1939 Infantry Tank (35 tons). Project by Chief 
Superintendent of Design, Woolwich, and Harland and Wolff. 
Two pilot models built but not completed (chassis only). 
Designed for breaching the Siegfried Line. 

A2IEI: Project of the A20 which did not proceed beyond the 
schematic drawing. 

A22EI: 1940 pilot model of Infantry Tank Mk IV (Churchill). 
Development of the A20 by Vauxhall Motors under the direc- 
tion of the Department of Tank Design. Marks I to VI, some of 
these were later modified. 

A22F: Improved version of the Churchill, this was the Mks 
VII and VIII. Fitted with thicker armour, welded hull, wider 
tracks and 75 mm gun or 95 mm howitzer. 

A23EI: Shortened version of the Churchill proposed by 
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The Churchill Oke, first of the Churchill flamethrower tanks, 

which was described in parts 2 and 3 of this series. Note the flame- 

projector in a pipe passed through the left sponson. This is a Mk II 
captured at Dieppe and examined by the Germans. 
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Two views of a Churchill X still used by the Irish Army. Note the 

appliqué armour on the sides and nose, the heavy reinforced turret 

and the cupola. Formerly a Mk VI this is typical of reworked 
vehicle (Photos by Hilary Doyle). 

Vauxhall in January, 1941, as a heavy cruiser tank, nor pro- 

ceeded with. Maximum weight was to have been 24 tons, crew 5, 

speed 24 mph, and armed with a 6 pdr gun. 

A26EI: Projected lighter and faster version of the A22 to ful- 
fil requirement for heavy cruiser tank. Proposed by Vauxhall 
Motors, 1940-41. Maximum weight to be 24 tons, crew 5, speed 
24 mph, and armed with 6 pdr gun. 65 mm armour on hull front, 
75 mm armour on turret front. 

A42: This designation was subsequently applied to the 
Churchill Mk VII (A22F). 

A43: Infantry Tank Black Prince. Super Churchill mounting 
a 17 pdr gun. Six prototypes built by Vauxhall Motors by 1945. 
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In the Air —from page 337 


Force by mid-1969 and one of the prototypes should be appear- 
ing at the RAF’s Golden Jubilee celebrations. 


DC-10 ANNOUNCED 
HOTOGRAPHS have recently been released of the new 
McDonnell Douglas DC-10 Tri-Jet which has two podded 
engines under the wings and a centrally mounted jet on the top 
rear fuselage which sprouts the vertical tail surfaces. 

The new aircraft is designed to operate from either short run- 
way airports like La Guardia in New York or from larger 
terminals such as the International Airport at Los Angeles. The 
DC-10’s three high by-pass engines will give the new transport a 
cruising speed of 600 mph over routes up to 3,000 statute miles. 

Designed to carry more than 300 passengers in an all-economy 
configuration and 252 passengers in a mixed class design the 
DC-10 is 179 feet 8 inches long and has a wing span of 155 feet 
4 inches. 

Two abreast seating throughout the first class configuration 
of the DC-10 can be arranged so that no passenger will be more 
than one seat away from an aisle. Cabin width of more than 19 
feet is 7 feet greater than that of jet liners now flying. New stan- 
dards of luxury and comfort will be introduced in the aircraft. A 
major innovation will be a centralised food preparation centre 
on a deck below the cabin floor level. 

Although the McDonnell-Douglas Company do not use the 
word ‘airbus’ in their publicity literature it is quite obvious that 
this aircraft would be a serious challenge to anything produced 
by a European consortium. 
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DH4 variants 


Drawn and described by Paul Leaman 





OLLOWING on from last month, the three aircraft 

drawn are of an earlier type of DH4 than that of the 

kit and have different engine installations. They are not 

suitable conversions for an absolute novice but should pre- 

sent little problem to a more experienced modeller. In all 

of these the fuselage is the subject of considerable rework- 
ing, and all are different. 

The first, A7535, belonged to 25 Sqn, RFC, and was part 
of its original complement of DH4s. 25 Sqn claims that its 
aircraft were the first in the British service to carry distinc- 
tive squadron markings. These being black panels painted 
on its FE2s. The similarity between these and the markings 
originally carried on its DH4s is easily seen, This machine 
was at some time flown by Lt A. McCudden, younger 
brother of the more famous Major J. T. B. McCudden, VC; 
probably by his time the machine had been painted khaki 
green and carried the crescent marking of later years. To 
modify the kit to represent this aircraft the fuselage rear of 
the gunner’s cockpit must be rebuilt. Firstly, cut the gun 
mounting ring off and then take the top of the fuselage down 
to the level of the embossed line above the simulated lacing. 
An alternative top can then be made either in thin moulded 
styrene sheet or bent from stiff thin card or paper. Study 
the fuselage sections at A-A, B-B, and C-C on the drawing 
before doing this. It will be appreciated that the fuselage top 
is easiest made in three pieces. Note also the ribbing between 
A-A and B-B. This may be represented by short sections of 
stretched styrene sprue cemented in the appropriate place 
and then coated with clear varnish before finally painting. 
The walls of the gunner’s cockpit must be reduced to the 
same embossed line. These modifications being completed, 
the fuselage may be assembled and the nose modified. This 
alteration involves the manufacture of the curved exhaust 
pipes, the rear section of these being made from styrene 
card and cemented to the existing pipes which have been 
shortened to take them. The five louvres immediately above 
the exhausts on either side of the fuselage must be removed. 
This early Rolls-Royce engine was flown with exposed 
cylinder heads. Some details of these are shown on the 
accompanying drawings, more may be found by studying 
photographs of the type. 

The second aircraft, N5978, has the same engine installa- 
tion as above. Built by Westland Aircraft Works whose trade 
mark it carries conspicuously on its rear fuselage, it served 
with 5 Naval Wing. Its rear fuselage differs considerably 
from the kit and from the previous aircraft. That of the 
kit must again be reduced to the embossed line above the 
lacing, and similarly the gunner’s cockpit must be taken 
down to that level. A ring of paper or thin styrene card is 
then made. This should be of the same outside diameter as 
the kit fuselage width at the gunner’s cockpit and 3 inch 
long finished length. It is fitted into the enlarged cockpit 
and cemented into place. A top section for the fuselage is 
moulded or bent as previously and it will be seen that the 
sections are different again and that this top can be made 
in one piece. Ribs, now running the full length of the top, 
are added as before. The area around the gunner’s cockpit 
is built up with body putty to blend in with the fuselage 
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section and after drying out is smoothed to the correct shape. 
This was plywood on the actual aircraft and as such was not 
ribbed. A new Scarff mounting is built up and added to the 
top of the raised cockpit. Modification to the engine installa- 
tion follows exactly on that described previously. 

This aeroplane, belonging to a naval wing, was typically 
resplendent in its immaculate appearance. All of the metal 
panels were highly polished and these are best represented 
by the use of either gloss Metalskin or kitchen foil. The 
access doors on the fuselage nose were a different shape to 
those in the basic kit and are best represented by small 
sections of Metalskin cut to shape. The undersurfaces of this 
machine’s wings appear to be of a higher gloss varnish than 
was normal but otherwise conformed with the standard. The 
Westland trade mark, which is shown enlarged in the draw- 
ing, was painted in white against the khaki green background 
as were the small ‘5’, the flight markings ‘B3’ and the small 
serial at the rear of the fuselage. It is thought that this aero- 
plane, of the same flight as Bl described last month, had a 
red fin only. 

The last aircraft illustrated, Miss Greencap, was flown by 
Sqn Ldr A. H, Curtis whilst serving as a lieutenant with 
49 Sqn RFC, This had the same square rear fuselage section 
as the basic kit but a rather different engine installation, the 
RAF 3A, (RAF in this instance being the initials of the, 
then, Royal Aircraft Factory which is now Royal Aircraft 
Establishment, Farnborough.) The engine installation varied 
considerably and gave a different section to the fuselage 
forward of the pilot’s cockpit. It is, just, possible to carve 
the existing fuselage to this section but only with care. It 
will be seen that the side engine louvres will remain whilst 
those above and below the nose are removed, together with 
the access doors on the fuselage sides. The holes provided 
for the exhaust pipes are filled in as necessary. The greatest 
variation from the kit is the radiator shape and the higher 
thrust line of the engine. The radiator is best fabricated from 
a 7s inch wide strip of 30 thou styrene card. This is warmed 
and formed to the radiator’s correct frontal shape as shown 
in the drawing. The ends are trimmed to length and a cement 
join made. When this has hardened the front edge can be 
filed to a rounded section, A second piece of styrene card 
is cut to fit loosely inside this rim, but before being cemented 
in place must be covered with thin gauze to represent the 
radiator honeycomb. A small piece of coarse nylon stocking 
will do for this. 

Before cementing the radiator back on to the fuselage nose 
the latter must be shortened by 3/64 inch to maintain the 
correct overall length. After assembly of the radiator the 
fuselage must be blended to shape and section to give a 
smooth transition. The spinner, which led to the name Miss 
Greencap, is best produced by ‘turning’ a suitable diameter 
piece of spare sprue in an electric drill. It was of a straight 
conical section and is easily produced. The single exhaust 
pipe was positioned centrally and is made from scrap sprue 
or styrene card. It was of narrow oval section and was 
supported back against the leading edge of the upper wing. 

These then, last month and this, are six basic modifications 
to your Airfix kit. Whether you build one of these variations 
or are content with ‘B’ of 25 Sqn RFC as in the kit, you 
might consider how the model can be even more improved 
if you discard the kit propeller and wing struts and carve 
them all out of wood. For the propeller, straight-grained 
mahogany is the ideal, but both that and the struts may as 
easily be carved from dry pine and, in the case of the pro- 
peller, stained. The result will, with care, take it into the 
museum class, though only very skilled modellers should 
contemplate this! 
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A7535_ Built by Airco 275HP Rolls Royce, : cylinder headss tappets. 
Aircraft H of 25Sqn. RFC. AA B-B GC 


FINISH:- natural varnished fabric overall, squadron markings and aircraft serial, black 
cockades above and below wings, metal and plywood panels, light_grey, 
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HE 42XX Class 2-8-0 tank loco- 

motives of the GWR were unsung 
work horses, mainly confined to short 
range freight, coal and mineral workings 
in South Wales. With their limited coal 
and water capacities they were seldom 
seen outside this area which made them 
strangers to many people. The class dates 
from 1910 and building continued into 
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The impressive 42XX series eight-coupled goods tanks of the GWR are yet 

another type possible by combining parts from several Airfix locomotive kits. 

Wheels in this case come from a 9F. Chassis extension is left unpainted in this 
view for clarity. 





From Prairie to 2-8-OT 





the 52XX series until the last locomotive 
5264, was completed as late as 1940, 
Fifty-four of the engines were rebuilt 
into 2-8-2 tanks and renumbered in the 
72XX series. All the 2-8-OTs have now 
been scrapped, the last to go being 5235 
which was withdrawn in September 1965. 

There were many detailed variations 
to the standard design, the most notice- 
able being the shape of the front plat- 
form. As originally built these were 
straight but later batches were built with 
curved drop ends and some earlier loco- 
motives were rebuilt to conform. Out- 
side steam pipes were introduced with 
5205 built in 1923—the subject of my 
model—but as with the curved drop 
ends, some of the earlier engines were 
also brought into line. There were other 
more detailed variations but these com- 
plicate the story beyond the scope of 
this article. The only sound advice is to 
select a photograph of an actual proto- 
type. The one big snag here is that there 
is a very limited range of 42XX and 
52XX numberplates on the market. 
Eames of Reading list 4217, 4268 and 
5205. The Model Railway (Mfg) Com- 
pany include the same two 42XX 
numbers plus 5264. Please include a 
stamped and addressed envelope and 
mention this article if you write to either 
of these suppliers. 

Lack of time has prevented me making 
a motorised model but I have made 
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provision for conversion at a later date. 
I feel sure this can be done by adapting 
the Simplas Prairie Tank motorised 
chassis parts and I hope to demonstrate 
this in a later article. For my non- 
motorised model, which can of course 
be propelled with one of the Kitmaster 
motorised box wagons reviewed last 
month, I used eight coupled wheels 
from the Evening Star kit. This may be 





Below: The complete locomotive laid 

out in component form showing the 

modified parts and the chassis. Com- 

pare with the working drawings 
opposite. 





thought of as a bit of an extravagance 
but I know of no other source of 
coupled wheels so cheap as 7s 6d for 
four pairs, plus all the other useful bits 
and pieces you will have left over after 
cannibalising the kit. If you have 
already motorised your Evening Star 
using the Simplas chassis then these 
wheels will be lying about waiting to be 
used. 

Fig 1 shows the amendments required 
to the Prairie Tank mainframes. They 
were cut between the second and third 
coupled wheels and the extension pieces 
made from two thicknesses of 40 thou 
plastic card cemented together, the 
outer piece being shaped to fit into the 
recesses moulded in the mainframes, 
Fig 1, and the inner piece cut to fit 
round the backs of these recesses, Fig 
1A. When thoroughly dry the axle hole 
was drilled, starting with a small drill 
and progressively enlarging the hole 
until the Evening Star coupled wheel 
axles were a comfortable fit. It was 
found necessary to ream with the tapered 
handle end of a file all the coupled wheel 
axle holes so that the Evening Star 
wheels revolved freely. 

Referring to the Evening Star instruc- 
tion sheet the wheels used were number 
2, 4, 3 and 5 in that order. Other amend- 
ments to the Prairie Tank mainframes 
are as shown at Fig 1. Coupling rods 
were built out of 40 thou plastic card 
with Peco 00/6 washers cemented both 
sides of the crank pin holes. The con- 
necting rods, crossheads and cylinder 
covers, the latter amended as shown at 
Fig 2, are Prairie Tank parts and should 
be fitted as described in the Airfix 
instruction sheet excepting that | 
cemented Pin ‘O’ to the connecting rod 
and allowed it to fit loosely in the 
driving wheel crank pin hole instead of 
trying to cement it into the hole. This is 
because the hole is ‘D’ shaped and far 
too large to take the pin. 

Fig 3 shows the amendments required 
to the tank, cab and bunker sides. The 
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Drawings full-size for model 


Fig | 





Close shading indicates parts to be removed 


Wide shading indicates parts to be added 


Note parts to be removed from cylinders 


Fig 2 
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Fig 4 


Note 2 mm strip inserted in centre, 40 thou card 
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60 thou plastic card 


opportunity should also be taken to 
remove the handrails, bunker steps, 
raised moulded lining and the ridge and 
rivets from the bottom of the tank sides. 
The 61XX Prairie Tank had a standard 
No 2 boiler whereas the 42XX 2-8-OT 
had a No 4 which was 6 inches larger in 
diameter and had a 6 inches wider fire- 
box. Remove the firebox from the boiler 
top by cutting vertically down the sides 
of the firebox. Cut the firebox in half 
down the middle and widen it with a 2 
mm wide strip of 40 thou plastic card. 
Now cement the firebox back in place 
on the tank tops—Fig 4 illustrates this. 
It will be necessary to trim some of the 
various fittings and mouldings on the 
tank tops to accommodate the extra 
width. The safety valve bonnet and top 
feed is further forward on the No 4 
boiler. I replaced mine with a cast metal 
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Fig ta 


Side tank extension from 40 thou card 





Fig 5 


Fig 5a 


one from K’s which cost but 9d. Before 
fitting the new safety valve, the diameter 
of the boiler needs building up and I 
succeeded in doing this with four separ- 
ate layers of 10 thou plastic card. These 
were added one at a time, allowing the 
cement to dry before each layer was 
added. Otherwise, too much wet cement 
between layers of relatively thin sheets 
of plastic card will have some very un- 
desirable effects on the plastic when it 
dries out. Fit the new safety valve so that 
its centre is 15 mm from the front edge 
of the firebox. Boiler bands were made 
from strips of 10 thou plastic card and 
the top feed pipes from heated and 
stretched plastic sprue. 

The smokebox was increased in dia- 
meter a scale six inches by cementing 
strips of plastic card, 2 mm in thickness, 
along the bottom edges and cementing 


Bunker extension from 40 thou card 
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the two halves together around discs of 
40 thou plastic card, 19 mm in diameter. 
A spare City of Truro smokebox front 
was fitted in place of that from the 
Prairie Tank. The chimney was removed 
and replaced by a K’s 43XX chimney. 
This also cost 9d. The smokebox saddle 
and outside steam pipes need building 
up at the base with two thicknesses of 40 
thou plastic card. The opportunity was 
taken of removing the plastic handrail 
and replacing it with 26 swg nickel silver 
wire mounted in split pin handrail knobs. 
After these were fitted, the interior of the 
smokebox was filled with a mixture of 
lead shot and Polyfilla and the 2 mm 
wide gap in the top filled in with Isopon 
which was afterwards filed and sand- 

papered to shape. 
It was necessary to remove the rear 
Continued on page 351 
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(THE artillery of the Imperial German 

Army was divided into foot and 
field regiments. These two branches were 
distinguished from each other by minor 
differences in uniform. The field artillery 
uniform was field grey in colour and was 
of the same basic pattern as that which 
was worn by the infantry.* The cuffs on 
both the Saxon and Prussian tunics were 
of the Swedish style. The tunic was 
piped in scarlet down the front edge and 
on the skirts; the collar and cuffs, how- 
ever, were piped in black, which was the 
traditional facing colour of the technical 
troops of the Prussian Army. The 
buttons were made of a dull yellow 
metal for all field regiments with the 
exception of the 60th Mecklenburg 
which had white. 

The shoulder straps were piped in the 
corps colour, either white, scarlet, 
yellow, light blue or light green. In their 
centres, in scariet, was displayed the 
regimental number or cypher below a 
flaming grenade. This latter emblem, 
variously shaped, distinguished the 
Guard regiments who had no number. 
The Bavarian regiments, by contrast, 
had but the plain number. 

The head-dress was either the pickel- 
haube or the cloth field cap. The former 
was similar to the infantry pattern, but 
was fitted with a ball, instead of a spike, 
for all regiments except those on the 
Bavarian establishment who had the 
more familiar spiked helmet. The usual 
drab cloth cover was worn over this 
head-dress displaying regimental num- 
ber in scarlet on its front. The field cap 
was made of field grey cloth and had a 
black cap band. Scarlet piping ran 
around the top and bottom edges of the 
band as well as around the crown seams. 
The cockades were as previously des- 
cribed.* 

The trousers were field grey with a 
thin line of scarlet piping running down 
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Part 3: Artillery 





the outside leg seam and the grey great- 
coat had black collar patches. The 
Guard regiments wore yellow litzen 
(lace) on their collars and cuffs. 

The foot artillery wore a uniform very 
similar to that described above. It 
differed, however, in the following 
respects: the cuffs followed the infantry 
pattern, the Saxons with their own par- 
ticular style and the Prussians with the 
Brandenburg. The shoulder straps were 
all edged in white with a scarlet regi- 
mental number or cypher in the centres. 

The wartime development of the 
artillery uniforms were on similar lines 
to that of the infantry.t The shoulder 
straps on the 1916 bluse were in solid 
colour, scarlet for field artillery and 
yellow for the foot regiments. The 
cyphers and numbers remained the 
same, being in yellow on the scarlet 
strap and vice versa. The Guard artillery 


Below, from left: Artillery driver in 
steel helmet and bluse type tunic; 
artillery trooper and unteroffizier in 
1914-15 period uniform. Note helmet 


covers. 





shoulder straps were coloured either 
white, scarlet, yellow or light blue. 

The personal equipment of the foot 
artillerymen was identical to that of the 
infantry.* Field artillerymen were issued 
with a pack, which was _ invariably 
carried on a wagon. Normally they wore 
a blanket roll slung over the left shoulder, 
Their armament consisted of a pistol or 
revolver and a sword bayonet. All 
mounted gunners, the horse artillerymen, 
and the drivers of both foot and field 
regiments, were armed with a pistol and 
sword. When the steel helmet was intro- 
duced into the army, it was not issued to 
the gunners until all infantry require- 
ments were fulfilled, and only by the 
spring of 1917 was it finally distributed. 

With the differences noted above 
taken into account, figure conversions 
for artillery personnel thus follows the 
lines of the infantry conversion out- 
lined in the last two parts. I’ve drawn 
some typical artillerymen as a guide. 
Several of the figures in the Airfix set 
will make gun crews, with their rifles, 
etc, removed, in particular the mortar 
men, those clubbing, those with gren- 
ades, and those with flamethrowers. 

Both foot and field regiments were 
organised in an identical way. Each 
regiment consisted of two battalions 
(abteilung), each of three batteries. In 
1914 all batteries, except those of the 
Horse Artillery, had an establishment of 
six guns. The horse artillery had only 
four guns in each battery and totalled 
eleven battalions, which were drawn 
from eleven different field artillery regi- 
ments. A horse artillery battalion was 
attached to each cavalry division. 

In 1915, all foot and field batteries 
were reduced in size and the four gun 
battery became common throughout 
the army; the surplus pieces being used 
to create new formations. Field regi- 
ments were grouped in pairs to form a 
brigade, one of which was attached to 
each infantry division. The foot artillery 
manned the heavier guns which consti- 
tuted the corps and army artillery. 
During 1916 much of the corps artillery 
passed to divisional control and by 1918 
it was usual for divisional artillery to be 
comprised of eighteen batteries, twelve 
field and six foot. 

The main armament of the lighter 
field regiments was the most common of 
German guns, the 7.7 cm field gun. This 
weapon, whose official German designa- 
tion was Feldkanone 96n/A, was 
mounted on a shielded recoil carriage. 
The limits of elevation were —12° to 
+ 16° and the traverse was 8°. The maxi- 





*See March issue. 
tSee April issue. 
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mum range of ammunition fitted with a 
time fuse was 7,874 yards, but by using 
a percussion fuse the range could be 
extended to 9,186 yards. 

The 7.7 cm gun shown in the photo- 
graph was made by means of simple con- 
version from the Aijrfix Civil War 
cannon. The trail was hollowed, with the 
help of a sharp knife, and blocked at the 
end to give the effect of a box trail with 
parallel sides. The recoil chamber was cut 
from the square sprue in the German 
First World War Infantry box; the 
barrel was made from an empty Biro 
refill. The shield, seats and other smaller 
fittings were cut from card. The limber 
was taken from the same set, the foot 
board being cut away and replaced in 
card, which was also used to make the 
new sides and seat back. The sketches 
should make the manner of construc- 
tion quite clear. All the riding crew were 
from the Civil War set with heads re- 
placed by German heads and the lower 
skirts of the tunics lengthened with 
smears of UHU before painting. 

Later on in the war, in an attempt to 
strengthen the divisional artillery, a 10.5 
cm field howitzer was introduced as a 
supplementary weapon. It was modelled 
on the 7.7 cm and was issued to one 
battery in each battalion. 

The foot regiments served the heavier 
guns which included the more common 
pieces of 10, 12, 13, 15 and 21 cm 
calibre, as well as the larger guns, howit- 
zers and mortars up to the 28 cm railway 
guns, and the 42 cm siege mortars. 

Traditionally, the Prussian guns were 
painted light blue. In 1914 this colour 
had become a pale blue grey but was 
soon changed to field grey. In the latter 
stages of the war most guns were painted 
in a camouflage pattern of which there 
were three main types; the geometrical 
lozenge pattern as used on aircraft, a 
wavy design and a sharp angular style 
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Above: A complete German field artillery team with 7.7 cm gun and limber 
modelled from Airfix US Civil War sets. Figures are also from the set with 
German heads substituted. Below: Sketches show the construction of the gun 
and limber, both modifications on the Civil War items. Note seat and recoil 
spade added from card on the trail. Note also the seats on the gun shield. 





similar to that described earlier} as being 
used on steel helmets. 

In 1914 all guns were drawn by teams 
containing six horses. As the war pro- 
gressed, the German Army became 
hampered by an acute shortage of horses 
of every description. Of necessity the 
teams were reduced to four and very 
often oxen and other beasts were utilised 
to make up the requisite number. This 
shortage and the resultant lack of mobil- 
ity did not matter too much in positional 
warfare but it greatly handicapped the 
Germans in their offensive of March, 
1918. And during the retreat of August- 
November much material had to be 
abandoned or destroyed because of the 
impossibility of transporting it to safety. 

Communications were provided by 
several means. The mainstay of the 
system was, of course, the field telephone 
but so often were the cables broken 
during a bombardment, that the gunners 
were forced to use visual signalling for 
communication with the infantry. Flags 
were used, but the front line soldiers 
came to rely increasingly on coloured 
flares and rockets. 

The artillery ammunition at the start 
of the war was of many varied types. 
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Above: A close view of the gun, limber, and figures. Compare with sketches. 





Standardisation had, however, been 
reached in 1917 by which time four basic 
types of shell were being employed by 
most of the different calibre guns. These 
were the high explosive, shrapnel, gas 
and the so called long shell which, for 
ballistic reasons, carried a greater range 
than that of the normal projectile. After 
1916 the use of artillery was severely 
restricted by a shortage of ammunition. 
In 1917 defensive barrages were limited 
to three minutes rapid fire followed by 
five minutes deliberate fire, they then 
ceased unless requested a second time 
by the infantry. Against this pitiful reply 
the allies were firing barrages which, at 
times, lasted literally, for days. 


PLASTIC MODEL BOOK 


IMPORTANT new book for plastic kit enthus- 
iasts is to be published next month (June) 
by Patrick Stephens Ltd, Brooks House, 
Upper Thames Street, London EC4. Called 
HOW TO GO PLASTIC MODELLING, it is 
written by Chris Ellis, Editor of Airfix Maga- 
zine, and is a comprehensive 80,000 word 
guide to the hobby covering such topics as 
transfers, markings, painting, detailing, con- 
verting, research, display, materials, and 
modelling techniques. There are appendices 
giving sources of supply, listings of available 
paints and transfers (and where to get them), 
a glossary, and a choice of ‘best buys’. In 
addition there are numerous conversions in- 
cluding aircraft, tanks, and ships, most of 
them hitherto unpublished. Just two of the 
conversions from the book, a Hawker Fury in 
1:72 scale and a Churchill AVRE in 1: 48/ 
1:76 scale, are shown below. Further 
details next month. The book will cost 25s 
and may be ordered from booksellers or 
direct from the publishers. 
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REVIEVVED FOR MODELLERS 
Latest Editions 


OBSERVER’S BOOK OF AIRCRAFT, 1968 EDITION, by William 
Green. Published by Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, Bedford 
Court, Strand, London, WC1. Price 6s. 

CiviIL AIRCRAFT OF THE Wor LD, by J. W. R. Taylor. Pub- 
lished by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price 21s. 

TTYHESE are the latest editions of two annual reference 

books which are well-known to aviation enthusiasts. The 

Observer’s Book is still the bargain of the year at its ridicu- 

lously modest price. The traditional format is followed and 

155 aircraft and helicopters are described. These are illus- 

trated by pictures and three-view silhouettes in the case of 

the aircraft. As the ‘old-timers’ still flying are now covered 
in companion volumes (the ‘Basic’ books), this 1968 edition 
covers latest types in service, either new designs or most 
recent variants. Newcomers include the Jaguar, C-5A, and 

Boeing 747. 

Civil Aircraft of the World is the successor to the annual 
Civil Aircraft Recognition which has appeared for the last 
15 years. The new version of this popular book has grown 
somewhat, now has hard covers, and a corresponding price 
increase. It is still splendid value, however, packed with 
pictures and data and covering everything from the Anson 
to the Tu-144. All principal types have silhouettes in addi- 
tion, and there are notes on each type plus an index, 


Radio Control 


RADIO-CONTROLLED MobDe Ls, by R. H. Waring. Published 
by Museum Press Ltd, 39 Parker Street, London, WC2. 
Price 17s 6d. 

TTYHIS book is now in its second edition. It introduces the 

newcomer to the principles of radio control as applied 
to aircraft in particular but also model ships. Emphasis 1s 
on the conversion of radio signals into mechanical move- 
ments rather than on the building of R/C equipment, 
although the types of equipment available are compre- 
hensively described, especially with regard to their working 
principles. The text is concisely and simply written and is 
enhanced by the clear illustrations which, in the main, 
appear on the same page as the description. Not a great deal 
of circuitry is included and a follow up volume by the same 
author with the emphasis on transistorised equipment would 
be a very welcome addition to the subject. 





For Train Enthusiasts 


THE MIDLAND & SOUTH WESTERN JUNCTION RAILWAY, by 
Colin G. Maggs. Published by David & Charles (Publishers) 
Ltd, South Devon House, Railway Station, Newton Abbot, 
Devon. Distributed by Ward Lock & Co Ltd. Price 35s. 

A? the time of their independent existence the smaller 

railway companies such as the M& SWJR were unable 
to indulge in the publicity so carefully exploited by the 
larger concerns so that when their story comes to be told so 
much little-known information comes to light. Herein 
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probably lies the chief fascination of this book. 

The company operated services over the 97 miles between 
Cheltenham and Southampton and 60 of these miles were 
over its own metals. It had access to traffic from the north 
via the Midland Railway and Southampton docks via the 
LSWR in the south. This, unlike some of the smaller com- 
panies, gave the line some potential, as Sam Fay in the short 
time he managed its affairs, and two world wars were able 
to demonstrate. Nonetheless, there were many hard times 
and the book records all these, together with the story of 
relegation following absorption by the GWR in 1923 and 
rapid run down in BR hands, 


STEAM LOCOMOTIVES IN INDUSTRY, by the Industrial Loco- 
motive Society, Published by David & Charles (Publishers) 
Ltd, South Devon House, Railway Station, Newton Abbot, 
Devon. Price 42s. 

A FASCINATING variety of over 150 industrial steam 

locomotives are illustrated and briefly described in this 

127 glossy page David & Charles Locomotive Study. Most 

are 4 or 6 coupled tank locomotives but saying that is just 

the beginning since there are inside and outside cylinder 
types, side tanks, well tanks, saddle tanks, the peculiar ‘ogee’ 
tanks, in fact a host of different types all with differentiating 
features. There are, of course, a few bizarre locomotives such 
as the 0-6-0 ‘main line’ tender locomotives from the Earl of 

Durham’s Collieries which survived NCB ownership until the 

nineteen-fifties, an outside cylinder 0-8-0 tank which lasted 

until 1965, a Beyer Garratt and four crane tanks, to mention 
just a few. 

Most of these locomotives are now scrapped or out of ser- 
vice but during their working days they were often hidden 
behind factory walls or across acres of private industrial 
land, so that the uninitiated—we count ourselves amongst 
them—might well feel surprised at some of the samples 
illustrated. For this reason some more factual information. 
particularly regarding dimensions, would have been appre- 
ciated. Superficially at least there would appear to be some 
wonderful conversion possibilities using the Airfix ‘Pug’ kit 
as a basis. However, as an introduction to the subject this 
well-produced book is bound to attract many devotees. 


Short Story 


SHORT AIRCRAFT, by C. H. Barnes. Published by Putnam & 

Co, 9 Bow Street, London, WC2. Price 84s. 

QJHORTS rightfully claim to be the oldest firm of aircraft 
manufacturers still in existence. Two brothers Eustace 
and Oswald built balloons after a visit to the Paris Exhibi- 
tion in 1900 and continued their adventures in aviation after 
Wilbur Wright’s visit to France in 1908 by producing aero- 
planes. The world’s first aircraft production line was set up 
by the two brothers and a third, Horace, who joined them. 

Perhaps the closeness to the Medway at Rochester had 
something to do with the Short Brothers’ interest in flying 
boats. They built seaplanes for the Navy during the first war 
and later went into the airship business at Cardington, but it 
was with the ‘C’ and ‘G’ class flying boats by which those 
interested in pre-war aviation will remember them, It was 
natural for the success of these aircraft to be turned to a 
military purpose and the Sunderland, backbone of Britain’s 
air mastery of the sea during the war, proved that the U-boat 
menace could be mastered by long-range aircraft. 

This book, which is one of a series published by Putnam 
about the British aircraft manufacturers, is comprehensive 
in its content and illustration. The author has had access to 
both the company’s archives and the memoirs of some of 


Continued on page 351 
AIRFIX magazine 








hes 


ee a Sgt 


The Wellington Mk I differed considerably in detail appearance 

from the more familiar Mk Ill as made by Airfix. Reader D. E. 

Tilley sent us this rare photo of Wellington I,L7770, the first of 

thousands of Wellingtons built at Chester. This machine went to 

99 Sgn in August, 1939, and was the only Chester-built Wimpy in 
service when war began. 


ALAN W. HALL BUILDS A 
WELLINGTON Mk | FROM 
THE AIRFIX Mk Ill KIT 





@PURRED on by the success I achieved with hollowing out the 

Anson XII fuselage to fit side windows I attempted to do a 
similar job with the Airfix Wellington kit and set transparencies 
into the fuselage sides, characteristic of the earlier marks. The 
idea was a good one as this is very useful and something that 
could be applied to a number of other major conversions like 
the Lancastrian and Stratotanker. 

The major problem comes in the fact that acetate sheet will 
not adhere satisfactorily to polystyrene using the normal adhe- 
sives. Combine this with a lengthy gap left by the window 
arrangement and you have a fuselage that springs about every 
time you touch it. After having cut out the window shape and 
carefully fitted the acetate transparency in each fuselage half 
my first discovery was that the removal of 33 inches of fuselage 
on each side made the fitting very difficult. There was also the 
problem of being able to provide strength sufficient to hold the 
acetate in place, without resorting to complicated cross-bracing 
inside the fuselage. If you do want actual glazed side windows 
the solution is to back the acetate sheet with a piece of plastic 
card painted black (if you can’t get self coloured material) and 
at the same time fill in the fuselage with transverse cross-braces 
at window level to prevent flexing. Simplest method of all, how- 
ever, is to use black transfer sheet as described here. 

Phillip Moyes’ Bomber Squadrons of the RAF published by 
Macdonald is perhaps best for further reference as all of the 
squadrons using the Wellington I are depicted in photographic 
form. Profile No 125 on the Wellington I and II is also very 
useful. 


STAGE 1 Before cementing the cockpit floor and pilot seats 
in position the two sections to be glazed immediately below the cock- 
pit transparency are removed. This was done by drilling a small hole 
in the corners of both the square and diamond shaped areas on each 
fuselage side and then cutting out the unwanted pieces with a fret 
saw. Interior detailing can next be added. This is particularly impor- 
tant in the forward fuselage as the added transparencies make the 
inside look very bare if viewed from fairly close in. 


Below: Port and starboard views of the nose showing the areas of 
glazing added ( from acetate or Polyglaze) and the nose cut away 
to take the old pattern turret. 
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STAGE 2 The fuselage is assembled and left to dry 
thoroughly. When this has been done the turret areas are removed. 
The exact position of the cuts to be made should be transferred from 
the plan on to the model and the job done with a fine toothed 
modelling saw. Detailing can again be added but not before the male 
formers for moulding the turrets are fitted. These are made from 
balsa scraps. Fitting into the turret areas exactly, except for the 
thickness of the acetate sheet to be moulded, they are filled with a 
mixture of talcum powder and dope, mounted on small handles and 
left to dry. Female moulds from } inch sheet obechi are prepared. 


STAGE 3 The sliding hatch in place of the astro dome on 
the fuselage roof can be now made. This simply consists of a thin 
piece of plastic card slightly heated over a candle flame and moulded 
into the contour of the fuselage. Very thin runners for the hatch are 
added on each side made from heat-stretched sprue. 





STAGE 4 Nose and tail turrets are next moulded, trimmed 
and stuck in place. Similarly the two fuselage windows can be added. 
Both of these could have been done earlier, if desired, before putting 
the fuselage halves together but the job is fairly simple and therefore 
can be left to this stage. 


STAGE 5 While waiting for various parts to dry off, atten- 
tion can be paid to the wings and engine nacelles. A look at the plan 
will reveal that the engine nacelles on the Mk I Wellington were much 
shorter than on the later versions. To achieve this I assembled the 
wing and nacelles according to kit instructions but once they were 
dry I cut off the forward part of the nacelles at an angle to the leading 
edge of the wing. This was done to allow for the change of contour of 
the nacelle and also to allow a good key for the balsa wood plug 
which was then fitted to each remaining stump. 


Scale drawings on next page 
Instructions continue on page 350 
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Note: scale applies to main side view and details only Sqn badge: white background, olive green bat motif, black numerals and motto 


1:72 Scale 
0 Feet 6 








Note dif 


Diamond-shaped window port side witen va 


Broken circle indicates position of squadron badge each side of nose 


Large area of glazing, starboard side only 


Note horn balances as also shown in side view Top view of nose canopy; note offset machine gun, 3 inch to port in model 
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Cross-hatching indicates dark green, remainder da 
Note: exhausts are outboard on both engine nacelles Use upper wing roundels from the kit 
‘ Note that side panels are over-painted on nose an 
Undersides matt black 
Undersides of wings matt black with white serials 








Drawings by Tony Boulton 








serials black 


Fuselage roundel red/blue ‘B’ Type 


Note absence of fin flash 
Exhaust collector rings bronze 


Code letters pale grey, 
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Wellington | — continued 





STAGE 6 Assembly of the undercarriage and engine 
nacelles can continue after the new balsa nacelle section mentioned 
above has been sanded down and filled. Note that the wings are not 
fitted to the fuselage until the rest of the model is painted and com- 
plete. For ease of packing I did not stick the wings of my own model 
at all. The joints are quite good ones and it is easier to transport 
models without their wings—it certainly saves space! The cowlings 
came from a Sunderland and so did the two props and spinners. The 
cowlings in the kit appear too small according to the plan and the 
Sunderland ones looked more realistic. If you’re not too fussy and 
don’t want to cannibalise a Sunderland, stick with the kit cowlings. 
Finally from scrap sprue two exhausts are shaped with file, knife, and 
glass paper. A small balsa air intake is added under the centre of the 
cowling and undercarriage doors can be fitted made from plastic 
card. 


STAGE 7 Final assembly can now take place. The tail unit, 
sections of which have been assembled during the rest of the con- 
struction, are placed in position. Nose and tail guns are made from 


Right: Fine flying view of a 
Wellington I clearly shows 
the shorter engine nacelle 
and the long glazing strip in 
the fuselage sides (‘Flight 
photo). Compare with pic- 
ture of completed model 
(above, right). Note the new 
front and rear turret canopies 
which have to be moulded 
from acetate. Picture above 
illustrates Stage 5 on page 
34. 7 
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stretched sprue or taken from other kits. Radio masts are added, 
sanded down to the correct section from plastic card. The tailwheel 
from the kit and a D/F loop, taken from a Ju 52 3/m kit completed 
the model, though the latter could be formed from wire. 





FINISHING Standard green/dark earth camouflage is 
applied to all upper surfaces, black to the undersides. When com- 
plete and dry the fuselage windows were added cut from black 
solid colour Yeoman transfer sheets. The exact dimensions were 
traced from the plan onto the reverse side of the transfer sheet 
and the required piece cut out with a sharp knife. The geoditic 
construction that shows through these windows was applied by 
fine brush. Straight lines being achieved by running the brush 
along the bevelled edge of a ruler. 

Roundels came from the spares box. A little hunting around 
can produce all that is required and the upper wing sizes are the 
same as those in the kit in any case. Serials underwing came from 
HisAirDec sheets and the fuselage serials came from Yeoman } 
inch sheets. 

Fuselage codes are a different matter. There are no commer- 
cially available transfers that fit the size and come in the right 
shade of grey. The only alternative is to paint them on by hand. 
To do this more accurately I cut out the letters following the plan 
by overlaying a piece of tracing paper and cutting to produce a 
stencil. The tip of a fairly large soft brush was employed to 
stencil the basic shape on the fuselage and then the letters can be 
touched up. I was surprised how accurately this worked and will 
be trying the method on other large letters when these are 
required under similar circumstances. 
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New Books—from page 346 


the men who helped to make the name of Shorts famous. 
The appendices list all Shorts’ constructors numbers, serials 
and registration markings. Apart from aircraft which were 
built, the book also deals with the design projects that in a 
number of cases never left the drawing board. It is a valuable 
work of reference, 


USAF bombers 
BOMBER AIRCRAFT OF THE UNITED STATES, by Terry Morgan. 
Published by Arco and available from W. E. Hersant, 228 
Archway Road, London, N6. Price 16s 9d, postage paid. 
HOR a relatively low price this is a picture book reference 
to the bombers and maritime reconaissance aircraft at 
present serving with the United States Air Force. Sixteen 
aircraft types are covered with a short preamble of their 
history and service followed by a number of big photographs. 
Aircraft types range from the B-26K resurrected for the 
Vietnam battles, and the B-52 Stratofortress intercontinental 
bomber. In all there are 94 illustrations. 


Aircraft annual 
AIRCRAFT ’SIXTY-EIGHT, edited by John W. R. Taylor. Pub- 
lished by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price 12s 6d. 
[AN ALLAN’S aircraft annual appears this year under a 

different title but is nevertheless the same interesting and 
useful series of articles under the editorship of the well- 
known and respected ‘JWT”. 

Apart from Mr Taylor’s yearly comment on aviation in 
which he touches on all of the major events of the past year 
and looks forward to the coming twelve months, there are 
articles on space, ballooning, roadworthy aircraft and blind 
landing, to mention but a few. 


An article by Harry D. Jackson titled ‘Aircraft from under 
the Sea’ gives an interesting insight into the experiments 
carried on during the 1919-39 period of carrying aircraft on 
submarines. Also of interest is the story by Andre Van Haute 
of the Belgian resistance to the Nazi invasion in 1940 and the 
way in which their small air force faced the hordes of enemy 
bombers, 


Fighting Cocks 
43 SQUADRON, by J. Beedle. Published by Beaumont Aviation 
Literature, 11 Bath Street, London, EC4. Price 38s. 
HE ‘Fighting Cocks’, as No 43 Squadron is known, can 
claim to be one of the most famous of the squadrons 
still in existence in the dwindling ranks of the RAF. Founded 
at Stirling in 1916 and commanded by Captain William 
Sholto Douglas, now Lord Douglas of Kirtleside, it has been 
in almost continuous existence since that time. 

This book is well written by a former officer of the squad- 
ron. He gives many stories of the personalities connected 
with the life of a typical fighter unit, particularly during the 
last war, and he skilfully guides the reader round the rather 
monotonous routine of peacetime flying. At the back of the 
book useful lists of the aircraft, their serials and codes, which 
were used by the squadron during its career are given. 


Pj Atest edition of the Revell (GB) Ltd kit catalogue has 

just been published and illustrates all available Revell 
kits and motor racing items in colour throughout. It costs 
ls 6d from Revell stockists. Tamiya have also recently pub- 
lished a new catalogue showing all their motorised tank kits, 
cars, aircraft, and motorised ships. Beautifully produced, 
with colour covers, it costs 3s, postage extra, from Jones 
Bros & Co Ltd, 56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, 
London W4, who sent our review copy. 





Basic Railway Modelling—from page 343 





buffer beam from the bunker back, part 
number 15, and a strip 2.5 mm wide 
from the base of the cab back, part 
number 12. The tank front, part number 
17, was increased in height by 2 mm. 
The footplate was amended as shown in 
Fig 5 and a piece of 60 thou plastic card 
as indicated in the shaded area on Fig 5 
was cemented to form a raised platform 
on the forward part of the footplate. As 
I hope Fig 5 indicates, the curved drop 
end at the front of the Prairie Tank foot- 
plate has to be removed forward of the 
point marked ‘A’. The stepped down 
rear end under the bunker has to be cut 
at point ‘B’ and the rear part cemented 
back in place in line with the rest of the 
footplate. The edge-on view, Fig 5A, I 
hope makes this clear. 

After making all these amendments 
the body was assembled much as des- 
cribed in the Prairie Tank instruction 
sheet, stages 18-30. Do not of course 
cement the chassis to the body if you 
intend fitting a motorised chassis at a 
later date. The chassis was fitted by 
driving small brass round head wood 
screws through mounting plates cemen- 
ted between the mainframes, and into 
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holes drilled in the smokebox saddle at 
the front end and a block of wood fitted 
inside the bunker at the rear end. 

The front footplate forward of the 
cylinders I made out of a piece of 
Prairie Tank footplate left over from my 
first Mogul conversion undertaken about 
a year ago. (Never throw anything 
away—you never know when it is likely 
to come in handy!) Of course a piece of 
40 thou plastic card would do if you are 
without a spare piece of footplate. The 
boiler stays, part number 31 described 
at stage 34 of the Prairie Tank instruc- 
tion sheet, are rather essential items to 
help support the forward part of the 
footplate since there is not a lot of area 
in which to cement this part in place. 
The pillar which takes the front pony 
truck I cemented to the underside of the 
front mounting plate. I used the Prairie 
Tank trailing pony truck wheels, parts 
number 28 and 28A, as these are nearer 
to scale. If you are screwing the chassis 
to the underside of the smokebox the 
pony truck needs trimming so that the 
screw is not obscured. 

The rear buffer beam needed deepen- 
ing by a 2 mm strip of 60 thou plastic 


card. Handrails either side of the cab 
entrance were fitted in handrail knobs 
but the horizontal rails on the sides and 
back of the bunker were simply bent up 
*‘U’ shaped and the ends inserted into 
holes drilled with a number 77 drill. The 
ends of the wire were afterwards bent 
over inside the bunker and held in place 
with a lead shot/Polyfilla mix which was 
put in to add ballast to the rear end. 
Painted black this gives a fair represen- 
tation of coal although I shall in time 
glue in some small pieces of real coal. 
In pre-war days the GWR painted 
these locomotives green and black un- 
lined. Either GREAT WESTERN or, 
from the mid-thirties onwards, the 
circular GWR totem adorned the tank 
sides. During and after the war they 
were painted all black and this should 
be the livery of your locomotive if you 
use the later GWR initials insignia or 
the BR crest. Buffer beams were of 
course red and in GWR days the engine 
number in yellow-shaded black letters 
was painted front and back to the right 
of the coupling hook. The safety valve 
bonnet would have been painted and it 
is most unlikely that any were polished. 
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BUILDING A 4mm ,. 
SCALE SWING 


P ZN 


K" conversion is a very satisfac- 

tory way of building structures 
for your layout for several reasons. 
The usual aim is to make a model of 
a prototype for which no kit is avail- 
able—or to have something a little 
different from anyone else’s layout. 
The Airfix kits are especially useful 
for alteration purposes as they are 
very reasonably priced and provide an 
array of nicely detailed parts, making 
construction much quicker and easier 
than if all the pieces had to be built 
up from scratch. However, there are 
also other less obvious benefits of kit 
conversion. It is possible to super- 
detail any kit to some extent but by 
carrying out a conversion we may be 
able to model a prototype which itself 
has more detail and is more interest- 
ing model-wise. The ideal model struc- 
ture is One which is fairly small, as 
most of us have space for only a small 
layout where large structures usually 
look out of place. 

I recently bought an Airfix Girder 
Bridge kit and built it in a modified 
form as a small swing bridge. I have 
not yet fitted the finished model into a 
layout and although the bridge span 
can be turned by hand, I have not 
made any arrangement for turning it 
by remote control. However, it should 
be possible, without much difficulty, 
to arrange to turn the bridge mechani- 
cally from the baseboard edge using 
Meccano gearing, as with the gates in 
my recent Timber Yard model. It 
would be simplest of all to fix the 
bridge span permanently in the closed 
position and to add_ strengthening 
pieces across the joins at each end, on 
the undersurfaces to make a rigid 
trackway. This will be almost as effec- 
tive scenically as an opening bridge 
and much easier to build. If the span 
is made to open it will certainly be 
necessary to strengthen it or to 
arrange for some support beneath the 
ends when it is in the closed position, 
as otherwise the span may sag under 
the weight of a train passing over it, 
putting the rails out of alignment at 
the joins at each end of the span. 
Thus, if you build this model for your 
layout you will need to do a little 
experimenting on your own account to 
decide how you want to fit it into 
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place and how you arrange the opening 
and closing, or whether you are going 
to have it fixed in the closed position. 
Remember, there would be a speed 
limit over such a bridge and it would 
be most unlikely on a main line, It is 
ideal, however, for a branch line or 
dock layout. 

Now for the details of the construc- 
tion. Begin by assembling the two 
sides of the bridge. This is done 
exactly as described in the kit instruc- 
tions except that the two angled end 


Fig. 1. Bridge decking, half full-size. Double 
all dimensions for model. Cross marks 
pivoting point. 





pieces (15 and 17) are omitted at one 
end of the bridge. Part 19 is sawn 
vertically down the centre and the two 
halves are glued, one to each of the 
two sides, at the unfinished ends. File 
the cut edges of the two halves of part 
19 down after the glue has set firmly, 
until they are flush with the ends of 
the upper and lower main girders 
(parts 2, 3, 9 and 10). Then cover each 
of these ends with a piece of 60 thou 
plastic card 6 mm by 69 mm. 

Next you must shape one end (the 
end which has the corners notched) of 
part 21 to a curve with a radius of 
187 mm. If you cut and file the end to 
a smooth curve so that the centre 
extends 3 mm beyond the sides, you 
will have a suitable curve. Now try 
part 21 in position between the two 
side pieces, at the angled ends of these 
pieces. Extend the notches until the 
decking piece fits in place so that the 
curve of its end can be continued on 
to the ends of the sides. Glue part 21 
in position at this stage together with 
three of the top bracing struts (the 
fourth strut at the end is omitted), and 
when the glue has set, round off the 
lower angles of part 16 and 18 slightly 
to match the curve of the end of part 
21. Now cut the notched end of part 
22 to a curve with a radius of 83 mm 
(that is a curve so that the centre ex- 
tends about 4 mm more than the 
sides) and try it in position between 
the two side pieces. The decking at 
this end must fit with sufficient exten- 
sion beyond the sides of the bridge for 
the curve of the end of the deck to be 
continued to reach the outer edge of 
the upright piece forming the end of 
the side, 

All this sounds a bit complicated 
but it is really only saying that the 
ends of the bridge must be smoothly 
curved and of correct radius curve to 
match up with the piers at either side 
of the bridge without leaving any gaps 
and without any jamming when the 
span swings. As the point about which 
the span turns is closer to one end 
than the other the radius of the curves 
at the two ends will not be the same. 
Having decided on the correct posi- 
tioning of part 22 and having extended 
the notches as necessary, cut the other 
end of this part to fit flush against the 
end of part 21, which has already been 
fixed in position, and then glue it in 
place. Cut and fit small pieces of 60 
thou plastic card to fill in the gaps at 
either side of the end of part 22 to 
complete the smooth curve of this end. 

The walkway along the side of the 
span is the next stage in the construc- 
tion. Cut the following pieces of 60 
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thou plastic card: five pieces 14 mm 
x 15 mm. Three pieces 14 mm xX 
32 mm. Two pieces 8 mm X 15 mm. 
Glue these pieces to the undersurface 
of the side of the bridge extending out 
from the side as shown in Fig 1. These 
form the supports for the walkway. 
The planking is strips of 10 thou 
plastic card about 2 mm wide and 
glued in place with a gap of 0.5 mm 
or so between each plank. The 12 
posts are 15 mm long and are made 
from matchsticks cut lengthwise into 
four, giving strips about 1 mm by 
1 mm, 

Make the railings from _ black 
thread. This is most conveniently done 
by threading the material on to a 
needle and using this to make a hole 
through each post 7 mm from the 
upper end. String all the posts on to 
the thread and then glue the posts in 
position, one to the end of each sup- 
port, making sure that they are truly 
vertical. When the glue is set hard, 
cement the thread to each post in turn 
where it passes through the holes, 
taking care to keep the thread taut. 
Then bring the thread back along the 
top of the posts, again cementing it to 
each post in turn, keeping the thread 
on the stretch all the time. This is a 
convenient time to paint the structure 
so far assembled. I painted the top of 
the decking, except for the part at 
each edge, and all surfaces of the 
planking grey, and all other parts matt 
black. 

The small bridgeman’s cabin can be 
built at this stage. I made the walls 
and roof from 1 mm thick card to the 
dimensions in Fig 2. Bevel at the 
corner edges, assemble and then cover 
with pieces of the commercially avail- 
able corrugated copper sheeting cut to 
size and glued in place. Paint matt 
black inside and out, and then fix in 
position on the wider part of the 
walkway as in the photos. 

The left over piece of part 22 is 
used for the decking for the 
approaches to the span. Cut it into 
two pieces and shape one end of each 
to a concave curve to match the 
curves of the ends of the span. I added 
some short lengths of girder (cut from 
the left-over parts 15 and 17) to sup- 
port each piece of decking so that the 
height to the top surface of the deck- 
ing is 13 mm. Paint the top surface of 
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Above: The completed swing bridge 

in the open position. Compare to 

heading view which shows it swung 

‘close’. Below: The centre pier show- 
ing steps and pillar. 





the decking grey and all other parts 
matt black. One of the photos shows 
these two structures after they have 
been mounted on their stone bases. 
The stone bases are built up from 
.60 thou plastic card and are 13 mm 
high, 62 mm wide and deep enough 
to suit the size of the decking pieces. 
I covered the bases with individual 
pieces of 10 thou thick plastic card to 
represent the blocks of stone. It is 
quicker just to paint the bases grey to 
represent concrete but putting on 
separate pieces as I did does not take 
so very long to do and it really does 
give a much more effective finish, well 
worth the extra work. Alternatively, 
you can cover the bases with stone 
paper, available from model shops. 
The base for the centre pillar is 
similarly constructed. Its dimensions 
are 98 mm by 62 mm by 13 mm high. 
The steps are built up from seven 
pieces of 60 thou thick plastic card. 
Each piece is 8 mm wide, and their 
lengths increase by 4 mm for each 
step from 7 mm for the top step to 
31 mm for the bottom step, and the 
pieces are cemented one on top of the 
other. These are then fixed to the base 
as shown in the pictures. The form 
this central pillar base takes may 
depend on the arrangement you use 


Fig. 2. The bridgeman's 
cabin, half full-size. 
Double all dimensions for 
model. Place on extended 
supports shown in Fig. 1. 


for making the bridge swing. If you 
will be turning the bridge by hand, or 
fixing it in the permanently closed 
position, the method I used is satis- 
factory and easy to make. I cut a slice 
10 mm thick of some scrap plastic 
tubing of 50 mm outside diameter that 
I had on hand (I think it was a piece 
of drainpipe!). A similar sized piece 
could be made from rolled paper well 
painted with shellac or you could cut 
a slice from an empty soap liquid con- 
tainer. I cut a circle of 10 thou plastic 
card 51 mm in diameter and mounted 
this on one end of the segment of 
tube. I then painted the whole matt 
black. I painted the stone bases with 
matt grey paint and then, when this 
was dry, weathered them by brushing 
on a little black powder poster paint. 
This tends to collect in the cracks, 
making them more noticeable. The 
pillar can now be mounted on its base 
close to the back, adjusting the exact 
position to suit yourself. 

Then cut a circle of 60 thou plastic 
card to match the inside diameter of 
the tube you used for the pillar and 
fit this beneath the span so that its 
centre is in the position shown in 
Fig 1. This fits closely into the top of 
the pillar and the bridge span can 
rotate on the pillar. The bridge is 
completed by the addition of the 
counterweight atop the shorter end of 
the span. I cut this from a block of 
wood, making it 61 mm xX 32 mm x 
14 mm, sanded it well and painted it 
matt grey for concrete. For a more 
effective concrete finish the whole 
counterweight could be cast from one 
of the cellulose fillers such as Tapwata, 
using a mould made from wood. The 
weight is mounted on the bridge span 
at the end, after trimming off the 
locating ridges (for the top bracing 
strut) to allow it to lie flat. 

When the finished bridge is placed 
on your layout the approach piers 
should be built into the river banks 
so that they look well embedded and 
strong enough to support trains run- 
ning on to the span. Finishing touches 
could include a small rowing boat tied 
up alongside the steps, a boy fishing 
from one of the piers, and so on. 
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FIGHTING 
COLOURS 


Part 7: Night Fighters Supreme 


BY May, 1941, six squadrons were flying Beaufighter IFs 

for home night defence, wearing a thick super-matt 
black finish, as related in ‘Fighting Colours’, Part 4. Their 
code letters and serials were very light grey. For the rest of 
1941 they were supplemented by Defiants, Havocs, Bostons 
and Hurricanes. From August, 1941, the Defiant NFII with 
a Merlin XX was in use, and ultimately served from 1941 
to mid-1942 with the following squadrons: No 96 (ZJ, eg, 
AAS540), No 151 (eg, DZ-V:AA436 in use mid-1942), No 
256 (eg, JT-?, AA546. Supplemented in 1941 by a few 
Hurricane IICs as were some other Defiant squadrons— 
V3995:JT-Y in use summer-autumn 1941), No 264 (eg, 
PS: AA400). Dull red codes came into general use on 
home-based night-fighters circa September/October, 1941, 
and at about the same time larger diameter fuselage 
roundels were introduced, presumably to improve identity 
during the winter months. 

Another new variant which came into service in 1941 
was the Merlin engined Beaufighter Mk IIF. Although 
R2058, the first one, flew in July, 1940, it was April, 
1941, when deliveries to squadrons commenced. Delay 
arose through various aerodynamic difficulties. Lower 
power was available for take-off on the Merlin version, 
which had a pronounced swing. Fear of a shortage of 
Bristol Hercules engines was, however, sufficient to pro- 
mote a large order (for 450 Mk IIFs) despite the fact that 
the need for Merlins was increasing with the large orders 
placed for the Lancaster bomber. The Mk IIs delivered 
between April, 1941, and mid-1942, bore the serials 
R2270-84, R2300-49, R2370-2404, R2430-79, 1T3009-55, 
T3070-3107, 13137-83, 13210-3227, T3356-89, 1T3410-47, 
V8131-70, V8184-8218. Mk IIs served with many existing 
Beaufighter squadrons in small numbers, R2270 flying with 
604 Sqn in 1942 and R2277 with 25 Sqn, but for the most 
part they fully equipped squadrons, replacing other types. 
The principal users, and examples of their aircraft, were: 


Sqn Unit Code’ Serial Notes 

96 ZI V8138 In use 9.42 
125 VA T3148 In use 5.42 
255 YD R2402 : Aln use 2.42; red codes, large fuselage roundel 
307 EW T3009 In use 3.42 
406 HU R2404 In use 12.4] 
409 KP R233! In use 3.42 
410 RA T3387 In use 8.42 
456 RX T3151 In use 3.42 
488 ME T3385 In use 9.42 
600 BQ R2276 In use 194] 


In addition, Mk IIFs formed various portions of the 
strengths on Nos 51, 54 and 63 fighter OTUs. 

As the Mk II was entering service, opinion was divided as 
to how best to tactically employ the British twin-engined 
night-fighters. In the case of the Beaufighter II two 
machines R2274 (used by the FIU and 406 Sqn) and R2306 
(used by 29 Sqn) were fitted with four-gun Boulton-Paul 
turrets immediately aft of the pilot’s cockpit, both to cure 
nose-up tendency when the usual four cannon were fired 
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Top to bottom: Beaufighter VIF V8619 with AJ aerials, 
grey-green finish, and dihedral tailplane. Beaufighter VIF 
V8565 ZQO-F of the FIU with thimble nose. Nose installation 
of centimetric radar on a Beaufighter Mk I (Photos: 
Imperial War Museum). 


and also to permit engagement of the enemy from other 
than astern. Tests were also made at the Fighter Intercep- 
tion Unit using a Havoc fitted with a battery of six upwards 
firing guns, and two Mosquito fighters later briefly appeared 
with turrets, prescribed at this period of trial. Both modified 
Beaufighters, Mk Vs, were black overall and had modified 
exhaust stacks to reduce glare. 

Spring, 1942, saw the introduction of the Beaufighter 
VIF to the night-fighter squadrons. Its Bristol Hercules VI 
engines conferred on it better performance at higher alti- 
tude. Most Beaufighters so far used by squadrons carried 
‘bow and arrow’ type A.I. radar aerials, but another 
change much evident in 1942 was the operational use of 
centimetric radar employing a dish scanner placed in a 
thimble-like nose radome. The all-black X7579 with yellow 
‘P’ prototype markings was one of the trial machines fitted 
with this new A.I. Mk VII radar, superseded in service by 
A.I. Mk VIII which was fitted in some Beaufighters until 
the end of the war. 

Examples of Beaufighters Mk I/VIF and the squadrons 
which used them between May, 1941, and October, 1942, 
were as follows: 


Sqn Unit Code Serial Mk Notes 

25 ZK X7617 IF In use 1.42; used IF until 
October, 1942 

29 RO R2192 IF In use 5.41; used Mk VIF 
from 8.42 

68 WM R2099 IF In use 10.41; operated 
Mk IF from 6.41; VIF 
received |.43 

125 VA X7931 VIF In use 9.42; this Mk re- 
placed IIF in 9.42 

14] TW X7545 IF In use 9.41, with A.l. 
Mk IV 

14) TW V8265 IF In use 8.42, with A.l. 


Mk Vil 
Mk IF in use from 6.42 to 
6.43 
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Key: (A) Mosquito NFII W4082 as used by 157 Sqn between 
March and August, 1942. Size of coding on the squadron’s 
aircraft varied, this being slightly smaller than some. After 
a spell with 85 Sqn, during which it acquired the grey-green 
finish, it returned to 157 Sqn between December, 1942, and 
July, 1943. (B) Mosquito NFXII HK118 arrived at Marshalls 
from Leavesden on February 2, 1943, as a Mk Il and after 
conversion there joined 85 Sqn in April, 1943. It was lost on 
October 23, 1943. (C) Mosquito NFXIII HK406 as used by 
96 Sqn between November, 1943, and July, 1944. It destroyed 
three V-Is. (D) Beaufighter NFIF X7876 as used by 25 Sqn 
between March, 1942, and the end of the year. Red codes 
and serials and the Type Cl roundels illustrate the machine 
in late summer markings. (E) Beaufighter NFVIF V8565 of 
the Fighter Interception Unit, as recorded at Wittering on 
April 29, 1944. A.l. VIII fitted in the nose radome. (F) Plan 
view of the Beaufighter VIF with nose radome showing 
typical camouflage pattern, applicable to V8565. (G) Fitting 
of the ‘thimble nose’ to accommodate A.I. Mk VIII radar. 


Sqn Unit Code Serial Mk Notes 

219 FK X7557 IF In use 9.41, Mk VIF came 
into use 10,42 

219 FK V8451 VIF 

255 YD X7931:A VIF In use 4.42, the month 
when VIF replaced Mk IIF 

256 JT X7845:G iF In use 10.42 

307 EW X8106 VIF In use 5.42, when Mk VIF 
came into use on sqn 

406 HU X8229 VIF In use 7.42. Mk VIF came 
into use 6.42 

409 KP X8153 VIF In use 6.42, when 
squadron was equipped 
with VIF 

456 RX X825! VIF In use 6.42, when 
squadron was equipped 
with VIF 

604 NG R2136:N 1F In use 4.42 

604 NG V8275:B IF In use late 1942. 


Mosquito Debut 


It is an interesting exercise to consider what fundamental 
effect upon the war the introduction of the Mosquito in 
1940—which would have been quite feasible, had its fan- 
tastic potential been realised earlier—would have had. In- 
deed, in retrospect one may reasonably argue that the war 
would have been shortened, and pursuance of the fast 
unarmed bomber concept would have increased bombing 
effectiveness and cut casualties. This is hardly the place to 
argue this case, but in May, 1941, when the Luftwaffe 
ceased its major blitz on Britain this event ironically co- 
incided with the first flight of the all-black Mosquito proto- 


May, 1968 


0 5 10 
SCALE btst == SS: = ss: 4 FEET 
RED SS BLACK 
[_] wuite DARK GREEN 


Bae BLUE an SEA GREY MEDIUM 


Drawings by A. M. Alderson 







~ | ae 










type night-fighter, W4052. Accent was then on the recon- 
naissance version of the Mosquito, the most versatile mili- 
tary aircraft ever produced. With the competent Beau- 


fighter in widespread service the Mosquito was now 
developed as a fighter to succeed it. Production lines were 
established at the SAG factory at Leavesden from where 
the first Mosquito fighter, an NFII, emerged in January, 
1942. So revolutionary was the aircraft on account of its 
speed and tactical flexibility that it was decided to build 
Mk II (Dual Control) aircraft as well as normal Mk Il 
fighters. Initially these machines interspersed on the line 
wore standard black finish. From late 1942 they were 
finished in dark green and two shades of grey with a Sky 
Type S tail band and yellow stripes along the wing edges. 

On January 26, 1942, the first Mosquito II (DC) was 
delivered to No 157 Squadron specially formed to work 
out any snags with the new type at Castle Camps. In April, 
1942, Mosquito fighters became operational there and with 
No 151 Squadron at Wittering. All of their machines had 
the thick RDM2 black finish which de Havillands abhorred 
—more so when they found that it reduced the aircraft’s 
speed by about 15 mph. In mid-summer they had it 
replaced by Night finish, ie the usual matt black. Red codes 
and serials and the usual roundels were applied changed 
on the fuselage to Type Cl in July when the fin stripe was 
also altered to embrace a narrow white band. DD712: YP-R 
of the third Mosquito fighter squadron had such markings. 

Hitler sanctioned the ‘Baedeker’ raids on April 23, 1942, 
and a few nights later the Mosquitoes went into action 
although some weeks passed before they made any claims. 
These, with the other night-fighters available (which even 
still included Spitfires used on ‘Fighter Nights’ yet part of 
day fighter squadrons in 1942 and Typhoons in 1943), were 
employed to intercept mixed forces mainly composed of 
Dornier 217 E4s and Ju 88 A4s and Al4s. Following this 
series of raids the Luftwaffe limited its efforts to small 
scale attacks on a wide variety of targets. 

Summer, 1942, witnessed experiments to change the 
camouflage of night-fighters. Black always had produced a 
silhouette effect against a light sky, the Northern Lights 
and clouds. Various combinations of grey-green-blue grey 
and brown were experimented with, particularly at RAE. 

Continued on next page 
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Fighting Colours — continued 





Finally it was decided to use dark green and medium sea 
grey, the latter extending over the lower half of the air- 
craft as well as forming part of the upper surface camou- 
flage. Code letters remained dull red and serials were now 
Night, although some Beaufighters after repainting re- 
tained red serials certainly into 1944. Advantages of the 
new scheme were that it was ideal for daylight operations 
over the sea (particularly over the Bay of Biscay where 
Instep patrols were made to interfere with German fighters 
and Condors observing Allied shipping), and suitable for 
daylight operations when the weather was poor, also for 
aircraft engaged on Rangers which began in February, 1942, 
When they were withdrawn from night-fighting duty in 
about August, 1944, the Beaufighters were still wearing this 
camouflage. On Mosquitoes it was retained until 1954 when 
Meteor night-fighters took over—and still wore similar 
markings for a time. 

When Mosquito IIs began their service with No 100 
Group of Bomber Command at the end of 1943 they had 
their undersurfaces and parts of the sides Night, the colour 
terminating in a wavy line. Vertical tail surfaces remained 
grey and green. Serials were black—red if they were painted 
on black areas. Radomes were invariably over-painted in 
the appropriate camouflage colour at this period. 

The grey-green scheme also applied to Boston/Havoc in- 
truders of Nos 418 and 605 Squadrons, the latter’s aircraft 
thus marked including W8263:UP-V and W8399:UP-X in 
January, 1943. Both were Boston IIIs with clear noses. 
W8266: UP-H featured a belly gun tray. Bostons were phased 
out of 605 Sqn in February/March, 1943. Grey and green 
camouflage was also applied now to the Turbinlite machines. 
AHS510, a Boston used by the 2 TAF Comm Fit 1943 and 
with Fighter Command Comm Fit later, had this camouflage 


scheme. 
Training Aircraft at OTUs 


‘Fighting Colours’ has naturally concentrated on aircraft 
in operational formations, but the contribution of the OTUs 
cannot be overlooked. Their aircraft (often ex-squadron 
machines) wore standard markings applicable to the period 
or one earlier. 

On July 31, 1944, the equipment at No 51 OTU Cranfield 
included Beaufighter IFs X7672 and X7675 in standard 
colours and with dihedral tailplanes. V8254 with them 
carried a letter ‘O’ forward of the roundels and looked most 
unusual in that its entire upper surfaces were a very bright 
shade of dark green. Serial numbers were black, and the 
latter aircraft had a ‘thimble nose’ radome, with A.I. Mk 
VIII. R2151 had similar radar fitted. Also in use were a 
number of Beauforts. W6538 wore the overall grey/green 
scheme for night-fighters with ‘H’ in black ahead of the 
roundels, whereas another was grey/green with Sky under 
surfaces. N1019 also grey/green had black under sides, 
whereas W6467, which I clambered over at the time, had 
dark sea grey upper surfaces and white sides and under 
surfaces. Her serial was in ocean grey, others were black. A 
curious feature of the upper surfaces was that, when 
touched, a white powder came off, possibly due to weather- 
ing. Alongside was a Mosquito II DZ655 with YX-G in 
yellow (YX aft on starboard and forward on the port side). 
Its under surfaces were black. For radar training some 
specially converted Wellington XVIIs were available, includ- 
ing MP523 and MP525/G. Their extreme upper surfaces 
wore the usual sickly grey and green of Coastal Command 
aircraft, otherwise they were white. Their noses had been 
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Top: Mosquito NFII DD609 in all-black 1942 finish. It 

served with 151 Sqn from April 1942, until January 1944. 

Above: A Mk XIII in the winter of 1944/45. It has the 

‘Universal Nose’ characteristic of most of the scanner-type 

radars fitted to Mosquito night-fighters (Imperial War 
Museum photos). 


overpainted. Some Hurricane IICs, their guns removed, were 
used for practice interceptions of the Wellingtons. In the 
usual colour schemes but uncoded they included PG436 and 
PG437. 


Refinement 


Between 1942 and 1945 the process of refining radar and 
night-fighters progressed hand-in-hand with tactical require- 
ments of Fighter and Bomber Commands. One special need 
arose to combat German high-flying Ju 86P bombers which 
appeared over Britain in August-September, 1942. Although 
the Spitfire HFVI was available it was really an interim 
machine preceding the HFVII with its two-speed super- 
charger Merlin. Nothing was available that could catch the 
raiders until de Havilland rapidly converted the Mosquito 
pressure cabin prototype bomber into a fighter by lightening 
it, extending the wing tips and fitting to it a fighter nose, cut 
from DD715 which was then being modified into the proto- 
type of the Mosquito fighter with nose radome and scanner 
radar. The machine, in two-tone grey and dark green, was 
prepared in the amazing time of one week. Enemy bombers 
never offered it a chance of combat before the weather broke 
and precluded high level raids. 

Fears remained that the enemy might either resume the 
raids next year, use the machines for reconnaissance and 
perhaps for nuisance night raids. Accordingly four more 
special Mosquito XVs were ordered, and built and delivered 
in the winter of 1942/43, finished first in PR Blue then in a 
special deep blue shade known as Deep Sky before delivery. 
Between March, 1943, and August, 1943, these and the 
special prototype served with 85 Sqn wearing Night finish. 
In August they reverted to Deep Sky ready for possible 
high-altitude attacks, this time on Scotland. These never 
materialised. 

The last major Beaufighter night-fighter variant, the VIF, 
remained in front-line night defence service until 1944. Both 
Mk Is and VIs adopted the grey/green finish although there 
were the usual exceptions to the scheme. All-black Beau- 
fighters were still occasionally seen in 1944 at least. Both 
marks featured the dihedral tailplane, first fitted to R2057 
and principally to Coastal Command aircraft. This modifi- 
cation made the machines more stable, and fighter pilots 

Continued on page 358 
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MODELTOYS 


PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS—ASSOCIATE MEMBER IL.P..L.S. 


pact motorised 


A.EV. kits 


Tamiya remote-controlled—2 motors 
M.40 Big Shot S.P. Gun ‘12 99/11 
Panther Tank 1/25 119/tl 
JAGD Panther 1/25 119/l 
Tamiya motorised 

Panther Tank 1/25 99/11 
JAGD Panther 1/25 99/i1 
















And another new Tamiya 1/25 scale model to 
add to your big scale collection. 


The British Army Chieftain Tank. Metal gear- 
box and Mabuchi Motor. Tracks made up from 
separate links. A delightful model. 99/6 


ALL KITS IN BOX ABOVE SENT POST 
FREE IF ORDER RECEIVED BEFORE 
25th MAY 


Midori—1/76 scale 

M.4 Sherman Tank (New model) 
Type 4 Jap. Med. Tank (New model) 
Type 61 Jap. Med Tank (New model) 
T-54 Russian Tank 

Stalin Ill Tank 

M-48 Patton Tank 

Tiger Tank 

75 mm, Assault Gun 

P2KwV Panther Tank 


Nichimo motorised 
U.S. Army M109 S.P. Howitzer 1/35 27/101 
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Centurion Mk. 10 Tank 1/35 37/11 


1/35 37/01 





Chieftain Tank (prod. model) 


Cece 





1/35 27/11 


Abbot 105 mm. S. P. Bok 
(prod. model) 

These nicely done Michimo Kits all have ready 

assembled gearboxes and switches and one piece 

rubber tracks 





Vane Tiger 





King Tiger 1/35 46/6 





German 70 ton Heavy Tank 

M4.A3.E2 Sherman Tank 1/35 29/11 
SU. 100 Assault Gun 1/35 24/6 
AMX. DCA 30 French Tank 1/35 24/6 

AMX, 105 French Tank 1/35 24/6 

JSII Stalin Tank 1/35 45/- 

M48 A-2 Patton Tank 1/35 45/- 

M4 Sherman 1/21 69/tl 
75 mm Assault Gun 1/21 69/11 


PzKw 3 Tank 1/21 69/11 


“135 ‘/- 


“GERMAN TANK DESTROYER” 

Nitto motorised 

B51 U.S Army Half Track 1/35 24/6 
B52 U.S. Army Personnel Carrier 1/35 24/e 


Aircraft 
hits 





Frog 

Blackburn Shark (new) 1/72 3/tl 
F-5 Freedom Fighter 1/72 3/1 
L.T.V A-7A. Corsair 2 1/72 6/6 
Airfix 

G. Hellcat (new) 1/72 3/8 
B. Basset 1/72 3/8 
Mig 21 1/72 3/8 
D. Dauntless 1/72 3/8 
Vought Kingfisher 1/72 3/8 
Heinkel HE 177 Grief 1/72 9/Il 
Savoia Marchetti S.M. 79 1/72 7/11 
Ford Tri-motor 1/72 7/il 


Space limitations prevent our showing more than 
a small selection of Airfix and Frog Kits. We do 
however keep full stocks on both ranges, also for 
Revell and Monogram. 


Revell 
A-20C Havoc (Boston Ill) 1/72 9/7 
A-7A Corsair 2 Nea. Sie 










DUE TO BUDGET PURCHASE TAX 
CHANGES MOST ITEMS ADVERTISED 
rs atl BE REPEATED AT THESE 
RICES. 


IMMEDIATE MAIL ORDER 












Hasegawa 
Emily Flying Boat 1/72 49/11 
FIM2 PETE Float Plane 1/75 4/11 
Inpact 
Fairy Flycatcher 1/48 9/- 
Bristol Bulldog 1/48 9/- 
Gloster Gladiator 1/48 Q9/- 
Hawker Fury 1/48 Y9/- 
Nichimo 
V.S. Spitfire VB 1/70 4/11 
A5M4 Claude 1/72 4/t1 
Lindberg 
Dornier D.O, 335 1/72 8/1 
Messerschmitt M.E. 410 1/72 8/1 
Aosima 
Zuiun (Paul) Floatplane 1/78 4/11 
Curtis Helldiver 1/78 4/11 
C6NI Sauin (Myrt) 1,72 4/I1 
Shiun (Norm) Floatplane 1/72 4/tl 
Ki-100 1/72 4/11 
Curtiss P.36 1/72 4/11 
Seiran (Floatplane) 1/72 4/11 
D. Dauntless 1/72 4/11 
Sam. (Reppu) 1/72 4/1 
Tamiya 
J2M3 Raiden (Jack) 1/72 4/01 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF 
OUR OVERSEAS READERS 
Let us know your modelling requirements 
—we despatch goods the same day as we 
receive your order, in the same way as we 
do for our customers at home. Remit- 
tances by I.M.O. in Sterling please. 
Remember to allow for overseas postage. 
HUMBROL PAINTS 
All the Humbrol camouflage-paint sets in 
stock; six authentic colours per set 
9/6 per set 
1R.A.F. (E.T.O.) 8 Japanese A.F. 
2 Luftwaffe 9 U.S.A.F. 
3 U.S.A.A.F./ (Vietnam) 
U.S.N. 10 Military 
4 Fleet Air Arm Vehicles 
5 R.A NF. (O’seas) 11 Military 
6 French A.F. Uniforms 
7 Italian A.F. 12 W.W.|. Aircraft 
Humbrol Body Putty 2/9 tube 
Humbrol Flatting Agent 2/— tube 
DECALS 
AUTHENTICALS. A.B.T. STOPPEL. 
Send S.A.E. for complete lists. 


Profile Publications 


All published Profiles in stock. Although we 
understand there will be no additions to 
existing ranges for a while, we are maintaining 
full stocks as before on back numbers for as 
long as they are available. Fill any gaps now, 
and complete your collection. 

Aircraft to No. 168 2/- each 

Aircraft from No. 169 2/6 each 

Armour in Profile 2/6 each 

1 copy 6d; 3d for each additional copy. 








POSTAGE and PACKING 
(UK rates only) 


Up to 10/-, 1/-; 10/ to 22/-, 2/-; 
22/- to £5, 5/-; over £5, no charge. 














2416 kingston Rd Portsmouth 


Portsmouth 61469 








Fighting Colours — continued 
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preferred the older type with its increased agility. Beau- 
fighters in use with FIU at Wittering on April 29, 1944, in- 
cluded ZQ-E:MM857 (red codes, black serial and nose 
radome) with dihedral tailplane, ZQ-O: R2243 (black serial, 
dihedral tailplane, nose radome) and ZQ-G:V8329 (red 
serial, level tailplane). 

Filton’s final batch of 250 Mk VIFs had nose radomes 
accommodating A.I. Mk VIII and a late batch from Rootes 
also featured this. Meanwhile, Mosquito production was at 
a high rate. Doubts had been harboured about the Mos- 
quito’s suitability for service in regious of temperature ex- 
tremes and high humidity, consequently the Beaufighters 
were considered more suitable for overseas use. 

At the start of 1943 Mosquito IIs began to arrive at 
Marshalls works at Cambridge, where their machine-gun 
equipped noses were replaced by black radomes accom- 
modating A.I. Mk VIII, and they were redesignated Mk 
XII. These first entered service with No 85 Sqn at Hunsdon 
in February-March, 1943. They were followed by the Mk 
XVII, similar but with American SCR 720/729 radar known 
to the RAF as A.I. Mk X. 

Mk II production was followed by that of the Mk XIII 
which entered squadron service in time to join Mk XIIs and 
XVIIs, and take a major part in the ‘Baby Blitz’ of 1944 
during which period the Mk II withdrew. Some XIIIs had 
the same shape radome as the XII, but a new ‘Universal 
Nose’ was designed to accommodate all the scanner type 
radars early in 1943 and was the usual type fitted to the 
Mk XIII. 

Next came the Mk XIX initially schemed as a long-range 
version for Coastal Command. In the event it was delivered 
in quantity to Bomber Command squadrons of 100 Group, 
and used overseas. Very few problems were encountered 
with the Mosquito at any time in its career, but initially the 
exhaust shrouds gave trouble. Final Mosquito fighter 
development was of a line of aircraft with the Merlin 72/76 
and 113/114 two-stage engines, and once more the exhaust 
system brought many snags. Although these machines came 
into service in the middle of 1944 it was many months before 
they could be effectively used. In the last six months of the 
war they gradually replaced many of the earlier marks in 
defence and bomber support roles in the version known as 
NF30. 

Full details of the equipment of Mosquito night-fighter 
squadrons appears in Mosquito (Faber & Faber, 84s). Its 
complexity is such that no comprehensive record could be 
given justice here. However, the following listing of night- 
fighter squadrons using Beaufighters and Mosquitoes from 
late 1942 until the end of hostilities gives some illustration 
of the versions used: 


Sqn Code Type Mk Serial Date/Notes 
2. ae Mosquito Ul DD683 : U Sept °42, All black, no A.I. 
a6 NP Mosquito Vi RS596:M Jan '45. Grey-green-black, 
ASH radar on nose 
_. a Mosquito il DZ689 July 43. Grey-green 
ye 44 Mosquito 17 HK288: X Feb '44. Grey-green 
y> tomer 4 4 Mosquito 30 NT360:A Mar 45. Grey-green 
29 RO Mosquito 12 HKI69:C May '43. Grey-green 
29 RO Mosquito 13 HK4I3:D Jan '44. Thimble nose 
68 WM _ ~ Beaufighter 6F V86I19 Oct '43. Thimble nose 
68 WM _ Mosquito 17 HK348 Dec '44. Grey-green 
68 WM _ Mosquito 30 NT317:4J Mar '45. Grey-green 
>. .¥¥ Mosquito 2.  HKI72:s Z June '43. Grey-green 
85 VY Mosquito 17 HK245: xX Jan ’44. Grey-green 
85 VY Mosquito 30 NT494:N Mar '45. Grey-green 
6-=-Zi Mosquito 13 HK499:A Feb '44. Grey-green 
jas ve Mosquito 17 HK301:U Feb ’45. Grey-green 
i441 TW Beaufighter IF V8253:T - “as Thimble nose. A.|. 
1444 TW Mosquito I DD71I7:M Mar '44. Black underside 
141 TW Mosquito 30 NT500:K April ’45. Grey-green 
151 DZ Mosquito lt W4097 May °42. All black; A.I. 





Top: HK428, a 
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ito XIII with ‘thimble nose’ code 


letters RO-K. Used by 29 Sqn during 1944. Grey-green finish, 
red codes. Above: Mosquito NFII, DD732, VY-W of No 85 
Sqn in grey-green finish with red codes and in this instance 


red 


serials. A.J. radar has been deleted by the wartime 
censorship requirements. 


Sqn Code Type Mk Serial Date/ Notes 
151 DZ Mosquito 12 HKI93 Jan 44. Grey-green 
15| DZ Mosquito 19 MM494 May '44. Grey-green 
15! DZ Mosquito 30 MT500:J Dec *44. Grey-green 
| Mosquito i W4094 : H May '43. Grey-green 
iS7- RS Mosquito 19 MM650: J June '44, Grey-green-black, 
full AEAF stripes 
SF. RS Mosquito 30 MV551:W Apr '45. Grey-green-black 
169 ~=s Vid: Mosquito iI wW4085:A Mar '44. Grey-green-black 
169 += Mosquito 19 MM645:U Feb ’45. Grey-green-black 
219. - FR Mosquito 17 HK260 Mar '44. Grey-green 
219 FK Mosquito 30 MM790:G Dec '44. Grey-green 
239 HB Mosquito 6 PZ226:B Sept '44. Grey-green-black 
239 HB Mosquito 30 NT362:S Mar ’45. Grey-green-black 
ame 30 Mosquito 12 HKI3I July '43. Grey-green 
264 PS Mosquito i DD727:D Jan '43. Grey-green 
264 PS Mosquito 13 HK479:F June '44. Grey-green; full 
AEAF stripes 
307 EW Mosquito i DZ741:E Nov ’43. Grey-green 
307 EW Mosquito 12 HKIO9:V Mar '44. Grey-green 
307 EW Mosquito 30 MT497:O Dec '44, Grey-green 
406 HU Beaufighter 6F ND222:Y Nov’ 43. Grey-green, 
thimble nose 
406 HU Beaufighter 6F ND221:P June ’44, Grey-green. 
Thimble nose and full 
AEAF stripes 
406 HU Mosquito 12 HKI64:N July '44 
406 HU Mosquito 30 NT283/G:V_  Jan’45 Grey-green 
409 KP Mosquito 13 MM560:F Oct '44. Grey-green 
410 RA Mosquito il DZ292 Dec '43. Grey-green 
410 RA Mosquito 13 HK466:P Feb '44. Grey-green. 
Universal nose (most usua 
form) 
410 RA Mosquito 30 MM744:1I Jan '45. Grey-green 
418 TH Mosquito 6 $Z962:U Mar '45. Grey-green-black 
456 RX Mosquito 2 DD739:K Aug '43. Grey-green 
456 RX Mosquito 17 HK286/G:A Jan ’44, Grey-green 
456 RX Mosquito 30 NT241/G:W _ Jan ’45. Grey-green 
488 ME Mosquito 12 HKI2I Jan '44, Grey-green 
488 ME Mosquito 13 MM466:R Aug '44. Grey-green 
488 ME Mosquito 30 NT372:8B Mar '45. Grey-green 
Sta oF Mosquito 6 PZ249 :Z Mar ’45. Grey-green-black 
604 NG Beaufighter 6F V8557:R Oct 43. Grey-green; 
thimble nose radome 
604 NG Mosquito 12 HKI8I:J Mar '44. Grey-green 
604. NG Mosquito 13 MM503:B May '44. Grey-green 
605 UP Mosquito lt DZ657:F Feb '43. Grey-green-black 
605 UP Mosquito 6 S$Z993:A Apr *45. Grey-green-black 


For operations from June 5/6, 1944, which took night- 


fighters over the south of Britain, and over France, etc, full 
AEAF black/white stripes were applied to the machines. 
These were reduced in about September, 1944, to stripes on 
the under bellies of the aircraft. This applied to 100 Group 
aircraft too. From January, 1945, a narrow white ring often 
was to be seen added to upper surface wing roundels of 
Mosquitoes. M. J. F. Bowyer 


AIRFIX magazine 





Kits AND MODELS 


NEW FROM BELLONA 


WO releases in the Bellona Diorama range will be welcomed 
by wargamers and military modellers who like to build up 
scenic settings for their models. First of these is a splendid 
authentic Twin 88 Flak position modelled on the official 
Luftwaffe layout for AA gun sites with this weapon. It consists 
of two linked gun bays with a control position between them 
which includes a removable machine gun-rangefinder bay on the 
roof. It is designed specifically to take the Airfix Flak 88 gun on 
its ground mount, two kits being necessary of course, for the 
site. The layout is moulded in brown PVC and can be used just 
as it comes or else have added detail painted on by the pur- 
chaser. This is just the accessory for German airfield layouts or 
battlefield layouts, since the same site layout was used for any 
sort of protected target or defensive position. 

Second layout is a Redan with revetted gun positions for up to 
six or so Airfix Civil War field guns or other model cannons of 
this size. It is suitable for virtually any 19th century war setting 
(or even World War 1), particularly the US Civil War or the 
Crimea. Surface detail on the layout is excellent and includes 
revetting, tree-trunk gun platforms, and gabions. Some loose 
details are also supplied for cementing where desired on the lay- 
out. Each of these diorama sets costs 10s 9d (plus Is each 
post) from Bellona, Hawthorn Hill, Bracknell, Berks. C.O.E. 


NEW TANK KITS 


E have now had a chance to build samples of the two latest 

Tamiya tank kit releases which are just reaching Britain. 

As previously reported these are the King Tiger and Jagd Tiger 

in the 1 : 35 scale series and the Chieftain Mk 2 in the 1 : 25 
scale series. 

Our sample was the Jagd Tiger (the King Tiger differing only 
by having a revolving turret and different gun) and we were 
pleased to see that Tamiya were now offering the option of parts 
for anyone who wanted to omit the usual motor and moving 
parts and build the model in purely static form. There are thus 
alternative sprockets and idlers and torsion bars which can be 
used instead of metal axles for road wheels. Finish and detailing 
are impeccable with weld seams and a cast texture overall. The 
completed model—which we made in its static form—is most 
impressive, but we wonder how the track would stand up to 
motorisation as it is moulded in similar form to those supplied 
in Airfix kits and has to be joined and clipped (or heat welded) 
together which might prove a weak point. Price of the Jagd 





Tamiya’s Jagd Tiger in 1:35 scale, made in static form. 
May, 1968 








Tiger is 45s in Britain (as is the King Tiger) and our sample was 
supplied by Tamiya. 

The Tamiya Chieftain to 1 : 25 scale is the most lavish kit 
we’ ve yet seen. It is best described as like the Tamiya Panther only 
more so! In fact, the Chieftain is, if anything, better, as the 
suspension is much easier to reproduce realistically in model 
form than the interleaved suspension of the Panther. Assembly 
runs to 27 separate stages, the standard motor and gear train (as 
provided in the Panther) is powered by four torch batteries (not 
supplied), and the Horstmann-type bogies each have individual 
working springs, horizontally opposed in true prototype fashion. 
All the hatches open and there are separate vision blocks in the 
cupola. External detail is remarkably complete right down to 
tools and jack. The track shoes come individually and have to be 
clipped together by the modeller. Once you’ve done that you 
have to add the rubber bushes to each shoe for road running, 
just as in the full-size vehicle! The track shoes are moulded in 
metallic coloured plastic which is incredibly realistic. At 
£5 19s 11d, this is quite an investment but the price is not high for 
the exceptional quality of the finished model. BMW Models 
supplied our sample and hold stocks. C.0.E. 


GIANT FERRARI 


F the Chieftain from Tamiya qualifies as one of the finest tank 
kits, Bandai’s Flat 12 Formula 1 Ferrari to 1 : 12 scale must 
be one of the most elaborate cars. It is incredibly complex—we 
haven’t finished our sample at the time of writing—and follows 
almost exactly the construction of the full-size original. The 
construction sheet runs to 47 stages, and features include a 
motor and drive concealed inside a dummy of the semi-exposed 
Ferrari engine and gearbox, complete suspension, fully sprung 
and with working steering (as well as negative camber just like 
the real thing), rubber tyres, full internal details, and lift-off 
cowling. The motor is switched on and off by the throttle lever 
and the batteries (not supplied) which power the motor are con- 
cealed under dummy fuel bags in the front cowling. From the 
outside it is not apparent that the model is motorised and, of 
course, you could leave all the mechanical parts out completely 
if you wished. The kit costs £2 19s 1ld from BMW Models of 
Wimbledon who supplied our sample. C.O.E. 


NEW TRANSFERS 


NTERESTING addition to the available range of transfers 
are two sheets of Belgian Air Force roundels and tail flashes 
which are being produced, appropriately enough, by the Belgian 
firm of Inter-Maquette, 137 Chausee de Wavre, Brussels 5, 
Belgium. Sheet 1 contains 60 roundels of varying sizes and three 
long tail flash strips (about 12 inches altogether) in three 
widths. You simply cut off the length you need for any particular 
model, which is a good idea we think. The roundels are mostly 
suitable for 1 : 72 scale though the smaller ones would do for 
even smaller scales. Sheet 2 contains 30 larger roundels for 1 : 48 
scale fighters or 1 : 72 scale bombers, and two slightly wider 
strips of tail flash. Roundels on each sheet come with and with- 
out the blue outer ring so that they are suitable for all periods. 
Continued on next page 
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New Kits — continued 





They are gloss, and may need matting, but this is no great dis- 
advantage in our experience. Price of each sheet is 4s 2d by post 
which is good value as specialist transfers go, and, of course, 
there are very many available models which can be finished in 
Belgian markings. 

New range from USA is Micro Scale Decals which offer an 
interesting and very high quality selection. In order of release 
these are (1) US World War 1 and inter-war years (roundels, 
stars, tail stripes, station names, lettering, and stencilling); (2) 
US World War 2 (stars with and without red outlines, lettering, 
‘kills’, mission tallies, stencilling, lettering, etc); (3) German 
World War 1 (crosses in all styles, lettering, stencilling, and 
numbers); (4) German World War 2 (crosses and swastikas, all 
styles, stencilling, staffel markings, mission tallies, ‘kills’, etc); 
(5) Japanese World War 2; (6) Britain World War 1 (roundels 
all styles, stencilling, builder’s plates, tail stripes); (7) Britain 
World War 2; (8) French, World War 1 (roundels, tail stripes, 
stencilling, builder’s plates); (9) German World War 2 Gesch- 
wader badges and Afrika Korps (aircraft) badges—44 pairs 
altogether; (10) American Volunteer Group (China) markings 
for Kittyhawks and Tomahawks—six sets with alternatives for 
12 aircraft altogether; (11) Spanish Nationalist markings 
(roundels, tail cross striping, numbers, and 24 pairs of unit 
badges); (12) Luftwaffe numbers (three styles white, yellow and 
red). 

As can be deduced from the list, this is a remarkably compre- 
hensive series with a very high definition of printing and regis- 
tration. Certainly the very fine stencilling and tiny unit markings 
is quite impeccable and we can’t really recall seeing lettering 
this fine in 1 : 72 scale before. Finish is best described as matt 
with a very slight sheen and the transfers are very thin indeed. 
We found that they went on very easily with little or no need for 
trimming, though it was advisable to ‘fix’ them in position with 
varnish within 48 hours of application to prevent lifting; this 
obviously depends on the surface. Price of each sheet is $1.50 
plus an allowance for postage. This is not unreasonable we feel, 
for the quality and quantity offered. Micro Decals are available 
from Martin Krasel Studios, Culver City, Calif, USA. C.O.E. 


PLAYCRAFT NARROW GAUGE 


HE Playcraft 12v DC electric narrow gauge equipment is 
very good indeed. It is built to HO scale, ie, 3.5 mm to 1 foot 
and runs on 9 mm gauge track. It is equally appropriate for 
running alongside 00 scale equipment where the track gauge 
represents a scale 2 ft 3 in. The precision with which the 
equipment has been designed and produced is of a very high 
standard. The locomotive—a scale model of a French Decauville 
0-4-0 tank locomotive—is only just over 2 inches long yet it 
performs faultlessly at realistic speeds. The moulded plastic body 
contains a wealth of fine detail, rivets and all. The motor is 
entirely contained within the boiler leaving the cab completely 
clear for the driver who is supplied. The wagons and coaches 
run beautifully on precision 2-rail insulated metal wheels. The 
toast-rack coaches are a sheer delight with open girder under- 
frames, gaily striped side curtains, canopy and seats. They 
measure approximately 44 inches long. The plastic bogie pivots 
are just a bit suspect—on our sample the pivot was too tight in 
one instance causing the coach to derail on entering a curve but 
this was soon put right. Automatic couplings are fitted which 
connect with Minitrain and Eggerbahn equipment. 

The rail is inverted T section of scale appearance mounted in 
plastic sleepers. These look a little too small and formal for 
narrow gauge but the track is strong and connects together well. 
The track is not flexible. Each set consists of one locomotive, 4 
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A close view of the fine little Decauville locomotive and the tipper 
wagons from the new Playcraft HO/00 scale narrow gauge range. 
curved rails, 2 straight rails (making an oval approximately 194 
inches by 114 inches), power connector cable and a re-railing 
ramp. The goods set has 3 tip wagons and the passenger set has 
two of the toast rack coaches. 

Quite the most remarkable feature is the low price. The sets 
retail at 52s 6d each and the locomotives singly are as cheap as 
35s. Additional rolling stock, points and trackwork are available. 
For the modeller who thought he had no room for a model rail- 
way, this is the equipment and now is the time to start. N.S. 


AUTHENTICALS LATEST 


Two new sets of decals have been released from Authen- 

ticals recently. Sheet No 4 contains 1:72 scale 
markings for five P-47 Thunderbolts operating in both the 
ETO and Pacific. Famous aces such as Zemke, Gabreski, 
Kearby, Schilling and Mahurin are featured. 

Sheet No 5 contains US ETO ‘kill’ markings—S0 of each 
in 21 styles. This is a really comprehensive collection of 
swastikas and crosses for almost any form of marking detail 
that the modeller can imagine. Authenticals say that they 
do not intend to produce any more of these markings on 
their future productions as this will provide more space for 
other items. 

Both sets of markings are the ultimate in decal art. They 
are both finely produced, particularly the kill markings 
which are perfect in detail, and each item sticks satisfactorily 
on to the model, The individual slide on each section is 
rather large but a discerning modeller will cut round the 
edges in any Case. 

Sheet No 4 also contains in the pack a detailed story of 
each aircraft featured and a complete colour guide on paint- 
ing the model. Biographies of the aces are included, together 
with maps showing the location of the bases from which 
they flew. 

Both sheets cost $1 each and can be obtained from 
Authenticals, 2491-21st Avenue, San Francisco, California. 
94116, USA. A.W.H. 


JAPANESE TANKS IN 1:76 


Frisst Japanese tank of World War 2 vintage has now been 

produced in kit form in the Midori range. It is actually the 
big Type 4 Medium of 1944-45 which was produced in only very 
small numbers but is nonetheless an interesting model. Produced 
as an attempt to match the Sherman, the Type 4 was a develop- 
ment of the better known Type 97 Medium with heavier 
armour, more powerful engine, and a 75 mm gun. The kit is very 
accurate, though the outer road wheels seem a shade smaller 
than they should be. It comes in simple snap-together form with 
optional friction-drive motor, best discarded in our view. 
Second new release is an equally good model of the Type 61 
Medium tank which is the current standard Japanese Defence 
Force tank. This is accurate and easy to assemble, though the .5 
cal machine gun provided for the turret is crude and best re- 
placed or discarded altogether. Third of the batch is a Sherman 
which appears to be a very close copy of the existing Airfix 
model, though it assembles differently. Each of these kits costs 
2s lid, postage extra, from BMW Models Ltd, 329 Haydons 
Road, London SW19. C.0.E. 
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226 Dodge Command Car 3/1 207 US Medium Tank M-4]1 
225 #-Ton Cargo Truck 3/1 Walker Bulldog 3/1 
224 Dodge Communication Truck 3/1 205/206 US Tank Destroyer M-10 3/1 
223 Ambulance Truck 3/1 203/204 US Armoured Car M-8 2/- 
222 Amphibious Bridge Truck 202 US Medium Tank Sherman 
Alligator 7/9 M-4 A-4 3/1 
221 Medium Tank M-47 3/1 201 French Medium Tank AMX 30 37/1! 
220 Medium Tank M-48 A-2 3/1 200 British Medium Tank Chieftain 3/1 
219 US Bridge Layer 7/— 198/199 Field Gun and Jeep Trailer 2/- 
218 Tents and Empties 2/- 197 Bridge without Pontoons 2/- 
217 German Mortar Carrier 196 US Pontoon Tractor Trailer 4/8 
81 mm 2/— 195 6-Ton Fuel Tractor Trailer 4/8 
216 German Observation Tank 2/— 194 US 5-Ton Truck with 
215 German Ambulance 2;- Hoisting Winch 3/1 
214 German Personnel Carrier 11/2 2/- 193 US 5-Ton Wrecking Truck 3/10 
213 German Weapons Carrier 192 US 5-Ton Cargo Truck 3/10 
Mortar 52/3 2/7 191 US 6-Ton Corbitt Gun Carrier 3/1 
212 German Weapon Carrier 190 German Transport Truck 3/1 
Rocket 3/3 2/7 189 German Dump Truck 3/1 
211 German Personnel Carrier 22/2 2/7 187 US 155mm Field Howitzer M-! 3/1 
210 US M-106 Mortar Carrier 3/1 186/188 German 150 mm Field 
209 US Armoured Personnel Howitzer Gun 3/1 
Carrier 3/1 185 Pine Tree Assortment 3/I 
208 US Self-Propelled 183 US 105 mm Field Howitzer 
Anti-Aircraft Gun M-42 3/1 M2 Al. 2/- 
AOSIMA 96 Mk-21 Navy, Mitsubishi Nippon-Go FU JIMI 


Avenger, Zuiun, Helldiver, Zerosen, |/78 
4/11 each. 

Wildcat, Saiun Myrt, Shiun Norm, Buffalo, 
Goshikisen, Dauntless, Seran, Curtiss 
P-36A, Reppu, |/72 4/11 each. 


Hasegawa 

Zero Float Plane Pete, Mig 21 Fishbed, 
Northrop T-38A Talon, North American 
F-86F Sabre 1/72 4/11 each. 

Northrop F-54 Freedom Fighter 1/72 4/1. 
Kawanish Type Il Emily 1/72 49/11 


NICHIMO 
Navy Carrier Fighter Claude 1/72 4/I1 


L&S 

Ki-109 Experimental Interceptor Fighter 
With Optional Fuselage Transparent 
Ki-67 Navy Torpedo Bomber, Army Heavy 
Bomber Peggy |/72 24/11. 

Mitsubishi Type 96 Nell, Mitsubishi Type 





BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, s.W.19 4 iN 
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MINITANKS 


YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


1/72 19/11 each. 

Judy Dive Bomber, Oscar Mk. I, 
Mk-ll, Zero Mk-21, Rufe Float Plane, Zero 
Mk- 52, 1/75 4/11 each, 


TAMIYA 

Navy Fighter Raiden Jack, Army Fighter 
Shoki 1/72 4/11 each, 

Type 99 Navy Fighter Val, Sauin Myrt, 
Zero Float Plane Pete, |/48 19/11 each. 


AIRCRAFT | 


MARUSAN 
Jake Float Plane, Dinah Type 100, Saber 
F-86, 1/48 8/11 each. 


NICHIMO 

North American P-51D Mustang, 
Mitsubishi A6N5 Reisen 1/48 12/11 each. 
P-51 D Mustang Clear Plastic 1/48 19/11. 
Shiden-Kai Deluxe, Zero 52 Delux 1/35 
23/9 each. 


Aircraft Carrier Shinano 66/9 
(illustrated) 


Bismarck 66/9 
Tirpitz 66/9 
Cutty Sark 40/6 
H.M.S. Prince 40/6 


H.M.S. Victory 


40/6 











Bell UH-IB Iroquois 1/50 14/11. 


Oscar F-5A Freedom Fighter 1/50, 23/9. 


Northrop T-38A Talon |/ 50 13/11. 


SEE BACK COVER 
FOR THE NEW 






Se 


AIRCRAFT 
BOOKS 
Civil Aircraft Markings 3/6 
Civil Aircraft Recognition 3/6 
American WW II Aircraft 4/6 
Aircraft WW 4/6 
Aircraft of WW 15/- 


AIRCRAFT PROFILES 

204 types 1-169 2/- each 170-204 
2/6 each. plus postage | copy 6d, 
2 copies 9d, and 3d extra per copy. 









POST & PACKING: 

Up to 10/-, 1/-; 

Up to £1, 2/-; 

Up to £2, 3/-; 

Up to £4, 5/-; 

Up to £5, 6/-; 
Over £5 post 
free. 


ALL MAlL ORDERS: BMW 





01-540 
7333/4 
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WCAG 


More rare pictures from readers with 
captions by Michael J. F. Bowyer. 
A free Airfix kit is awarded for every 
picture published, but please note 
that there is usually a delay of some 
months before publication due to 












the limited space at our disposal. 






| Key: (1) |. A. E. Dixon sends this fine view of 237 
(Rhodesian) Sqn Hurricane I/Cs in the Western Desert, 
1943. Nearest machine, HL928, is in standard desert 
finish with white spinner and has a badge of black and 
white Matabele shield, crossed Assegai spears, brown 
with silver tips, and a knobkerrie. Beneath badge is 

‘painted ‘Bulala’ (Kill). 





4 
6 
Key: (2) C. Darke sends this fine picture of a Bristol F2B, probably of 20 Sqn, 
in India soon after the 1914-18 war. (3) Lovely detail shot of a DH9A of 205 Sqn 
in France in 1918 will be most useful for anyone tackling the conversion in our 
March issue. Submitted by J. D. Furze. (4) Bloch MB-152 of Groupe de Chasse 
11/8, 4e Escadre, in June 1940 was photographed by Pau! Camelio, President of 
Camouflage Air Club, a French enthusiasts’ club. (5) Beaufort | L4455:OA-G of 
22 Sqn in early 1940. Machine went missing in April, Picture by P. Winston. 
(6) Jim Whiston sends this view of Avenger 4F of HMS Begum, Eastern Fleet, the 5 
same machine as that illustrated in our August, 1967, issue, but without the 
white bands. We still do not know the squadron, however. Key:(7) R. B. Haviland sent this view of JT221, a Corsair II and (8) a Firefly |, 
coded CO, with Barracuda C4H behind. In neither case can we identify the 
squadron or location. Any offers? (9) Smart Hellcat JV753 at Singapore in 1946 
is in ‘midnite blue’ with white surrounds to insignia and white lettering. 
Picture by John Williams. 
9 
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Shading 


EGARDING a letter in the November 

issue on the subject of painting war- 
ships, I really fail to see any value whatso- 
ever in free-lance schemes with the object 
of presenting the model in contrasting dark 
and light shades. This surely is a direct 
contradiction of the true meaning of 
modelling and if we are to continue the 
trend our aircraft fraternity will soon be 
producing sky blue pink Spitfires in 
Icelandic markings merely because they 
are gaudier. 

One just cannot select three or four greys 
and sit down to model warships. Wartime 
apart a grey painted ship was of a uniform 
grey, but the shade depended upon the 
station on which the ship was serving. 
Having exhausted many such schemes 
within the Royal Navy (not forgetting the 
many white hulled—buff funnel combina- 
tions) one then becomes aware that no two 
navies used the same shades. 

‘Tan’ decks too need clarification. In the 
Royal Navy planked decks were of a light 
cream colour. Once a ship was in commis- 
sion the lighter the decks appeared after 
constant scrubbing, ‘Snow White’ was the 
ultimate requirement. Not many ships fell 
far short. Most focsle decks were a dark 
red, and deck preservative paints (of varied 
green-grey hues) rapidly gained predomi- 
nance over planked decks. Anchors in use 
were the same colour as the hull (kit manu- 
facturers who advise modellers to produce 
bronze anchors please note!). 

Research and reference to records is as 
essential as following plans and this we 
must do if we wish to model HMS Hood, 
and not merely produce a glorified gash- 
barge. 

A. G. Gwinnell, Bicester, Oxon. 

Mr Gwinnell raises an interesting point on 
the question of adding ‘depth’ to a small 
scale model by painting in additional shad- 
ing. In fact, model soldier collectors (in 1:32 
scale) have been painting in shading for 
years and it is such a common practice that 
a model soldier without the creases, etc, 
shaded in looks almost incomplete these 
days. Curious why it is accepted with model 
soldiers but rarely on other models. Any 
other views on this?—EDITOR. 


Defiant transfers 


NYONE making the Defiant target tug 

(January issue) in the colour scheme 
given may like to know that the British 
roundels from the Airfix Wildcat kit are 
exactly the right diameter for the Defiant. 

G. Walker, Sydney, NSW, Australia. 


Mustangs preserved 


OME time ago, in 1966, there appeared 

pictures and letters in AIRFIX maga- 
zine on the subject of the preserved 
Mustang in Australia photographed when 
it was in a garage forecourt. This machine 
is nOW more completely restored by John 
Hopton and the picture shows its present 
appearance. It is a Mustang 21, A68-105, 
actually a Commonwealth Aircraft Cor- 
poration CA-1I8, constructor’s number 
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Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive 
a free Airfix plastic construction kit of 
their choice. We are always pleased to 
receive your comments and pictures, 
which will be considered for publication. 
Submitted material and pictures can only 
be returned if accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. and the Editor can- 
not accept responsibility for safe keeping 
of any such contributions, neither does 
he necessarily agree with comments 
expressed by correspondents in_ the 
letters columns. Please note that any 
letters anticipating a reply MUST be 
accompanied by a SAE or stamp. 





The three Mustangs mentioned here. Top to 
bottom: The Mk 21 restored to RAAF 
colours by John Hopton, Mk 22 ex-A68-199 
C/N 1524, used as a target tug and pictured 
at Bankstown, and last year’s King’s Cup 
winning machine. 


1430. The spinner is red, and lettering and 
anti-dazzle panel black. The name ‘Fleet- 
wings’ was painted on one side of the nose 
at the Service Station and John has 
deleted this in the interests of authenticity. 
I enclose a further picture of a Mustang 
22 still flying in Australia as a target tug, 
which may also be of interest to readers. 
As a continuation to the Mustang story, 
I enclose also a shot of Masefield’s King’s 
Cup Winner taken at Tollerton, August 19, 
1967, as this scruffy white machine with 


orange, white and green roundels has 
surely found a _ niche in aeronautical 
history. 


y 

As Alan Hall found when he visited us 
last year in Newark, we are working on our 
own Air Museum. Our photo collection is 
well in being, with some 10,000 negatives 
now in the collection. Anyone interested in 
our preservation work is welcomed to 

contact me. 
N. Franklin, Secretary/Curator, 
Newark Air Museum, 
127 Hawton Road, Newark. 








He 177 markings 
NOME comments, I think, are necessary 
on Mr T. Hadler’s letter in the April 
edition of the magazine on the question of 
the He 177 markings. While agreeing with 
him on the undoubted excellence of the 
kit. the question of the codes has him 
rather adrift. 

Firstly, the Geschwader concerned was 
that of KG 26, which carried the code K9 
at least sometime in their career and these 
were not a/ways inscribed in smaller letters 
forward of the cross insignia, although no 
fixed rule was in operation during the 
period concerned. 

Secondly, while agreeing with Mr 
Hadler’s colour identification, one must 
remember that that, too, was none too 
standard: recce aircraft, for example. 
carrying an all black coding both fore and 
aft of the cross. 

This particular aircraft marking is both 
photographed and colour depicted in 
Volume 13 of the ‘Aero’ series by R. S. 
Hirsch and Uwe Feist, and this indicates a 
red rudder (probably an individual pilot's 
whim, as with so many Luftwaffe units) 
agreeing with the kit’s colour scheme. 

In conclusion, I must say what a pleasure 
it is to find a correspondent such as Mr 
Hadler, taking such meticulous interest in 
Luftwaffe models. 

T. E. Langley, Brighton, Sussex. 


Matt transfers 
ITH reference to J. Harper’s letter | 
find that instead of using glue to hold 
the transfers on the model, paint some 
gloss paint, (the same colour as the matt) on 
the model where the transfer is going to be. 
When the paint is dry apply the transfer in 
the usual way. If any gloss should show, 
paint this over with the matt. 
R. Gill, Dublin 14, Irish Republic. 


Model ‘mud’ 
read the letter in AIRFIX magazine, 
March issue from Mr Ray with interest. 
I also have a method for representing mud 
on models. Firstly, I take dry brown 
powder colour and rub this into the model. 
Then I mix a little water with the powder 
colour, so that a thick paste is obtained. 
Then, this is put in suitable places. I find 
that this method looks very realistic, 
especially on colour slide photographs. | 
hope that this idea will be of some use to 
your readers. 
Stephen Charlton, Middlesbrough. 


Zimmerit 
have been experimenting with better 
methods of representing *‘Zimmerit’— 
the German anti-magnetic mine paste, than 
the accepted methods. I do not like smear- 
ing the model with body putty or Polyfilla 
and then scribing, as I consider this is 
messy, difficult, over scale and obscures 
detail. 
Finally, the simplest method proved best. 
Paint the model slightly thicker than 
usual. When dry scribe the lines on free- 
hand with the modelling knife, not too 
continued on next page 
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Letters — continued 


geometrically. Harden your heart and 
study a good pees One could practise on 
an old model though this should not be 
necessary. I think the result is perfect and 
I shall rework my other models done by the 
previous methods. 

J. Burrows, Southall, Middx. 


More Harvards 


N the article “Where are they now?’ 

(April) reference is made to the Harvard 
IIIB at Little Rissington. Readers may be 
interested to know of three Harvard IIBs 
at Boscombe Down. They are FT375, 
KF183, and KF314. The latter two are 
used for air-to-air photography and are 
painted yellow overall. 

N. Griffiths, Trowbridge, Wilts. 


HP42 markings 


I feel congratulations are in order in 
respect of the Airfix HP42, despite the 
scale. The intricate detail is superb and 
this must surely be one of the best kits yet, 
especially considering the price. 

However, every silver lining has a cloud. 
With the HP42 it is merely a matter of in- 
correct positioning of transfers. 

The base of the large registration letters 
were at the trailing edge of the lower wing, 
instead of the leading edge as shown on the 
instructions. On the top wing these letters 
began, and ended, nearer the wing tips 
and there was a wide gap between the two 
A’s, immediately aft of the engines. 

The last point is well illustrated in the 
photograph of the Helena on Photopage in 
the March, 1966 issue of AIRFIX maga- 
zine. 

One last grumble is that I had great 
difficulty in making the transfers stick. 

In view of this and the number of trans- 
fers I have broken in the past I make this 
plea for a spare set of transfers. In the case 
of the HP42 this would have enabled me to 
rectify the mistakes mentioned above as I 
oon discovered them after completing the 

it. 

Despite these criticisms I am a very satis- 
fied customer. 

N. A. Puttick, London SW18. 


Churchiils at Alamein 
ITH reference to the August issue 
of AIRFIX magazine, Peter 
Chamberlain’s article on the Churchill 
tank, where he states that it is not known 
whether three Churchill tanks saw action 
in the battle of Alamein or not, in Keith 
Douglas’s notebook, From Alamein to 
Zem-Zem, there is an observation that, 
in the battle of Alamein, three Churchill 
tanks were actually sent into battle on 
test, where British anti-tank gunners des- 
troyed one of them accidentally. 
W. S. Kendall, Cambridge. 


Aircraft hints 


Vi Y son and I are comparatively recent 

readers of your magazine; we fre- 
quently see you publishing ‘tips’ that we 
have used for years, so we thought we 
would pass on a few of our own that are 
so far unused to the best of our know- 
ledge and belief. 

(1) Thinning small pots or bottles of 
paint is greatly simplified by using 
an ordinary eye-dropper or pen- 
filler to transfer just the right amount 
of thinner into the right place! 
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(2) On World War 2 planes a more 
realistic effect is obtained by paint- 
ing the fin stripes of Allied aircraft 
by hand and later cutting out the 
numeral transfers supplied with the 
kit to the bare outline. These invari- 
ably match the red and matt blue 
available in paint form, It saves a 
. deal of fiddly work with those 

n transfers, few of which are the 
right size! This method is simpler 
than it seems—so try it, even if you 


boggle at painting your own 
roundels. 
(3) Someone recently mentioned our 


favourite method for applying ex- 
haust stains. Can I go a step further 
and say that in service conditions 
few aircraft stay in the pristine fac- 
tory fresh condition of the new kit. 
We usually paint patches (repairs) on 
the fabric or outer sheeting (accord- 
ing to period) of our aircraft. World 
War 2 aircraft look especially effec- 
tive with a few repairs that have 
been finished in a brick red primer 
and not yet camouflaged. The walk- 
ways on the wings of fighters invari- 
ably become scratched and this, too, 
can be reproduced with aluminium 
paint. Wheels become dirty and 
paintwork generally deteriorates—an 
effect obtained by mixing grey or 
black paint with white spirit. Try 
with a really thin coat first and then 
thicken it up to get the desired effect. 
(4) If making a display of aircraft to 
simulate airfield conditions, it is 
worth considering that in the hangars 
or even outside them, there will be 
aircraft undergoing an overhaul. It 
is not difficult to cut away the engine 
cowlings and fit a dummy engine in 
the fuselage together with the appro- 
priate cowlings. Wings or perhaps 
just certain control surfaces can be 
removed. You may not want to start 
a model like this from a fresh kit 
but consider doing it with an old 
one that you can repaint—you can 
then make a better example than 
your first attempt, in its complete 
form. 
G. B. Slater, Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex. 


Some of these tips will already be 
familiar to more experienced modellers; 
they are, however, worth publishing here 
for the benefit of newcomers.—EDITOR 


More on leather 
EGARDING the methods used for 
obtaining a realistic leather finish, 
the simplest way is to paint the surface 
the required matt colour and then rub 
the surface, when it is dry, with a soft, 
dry cloth; this will give a good leather 
finish, It may also be used on tanks to 
give a dull metallic finish and on aircraft 
surfaces, which didn’t always have a 

perfectly matt finish. 
J. Smith, South Shields, Co. Durham. 


Resistance men 
HAVE found a simple way of con- 
verting the Airfix civilians into 
resistance fighters of World War 2. 

The two running men are cut from 
their bases, their right arms are cut off 
and re-fixed with cement so that their 
right hand is above their head—grenade 
throwers—cement them back on to their 
bases, both feet touching the base. A 











waving woman and a fat man make an 
ideal motor crew. 

The remaining figures (excluding the 
small children and sitting adults) are 
given a variety of guns, either scratch 
built or cut from Airfix figures. I left the 
woman with bags as they were to repre- 
sent ammunition or explosives. 

D. Jones, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs. 


More on Stirlings 
N the subject of Stirlings I enclose a 
picture (reproduced here) of ‘V for 
Viking’, a Mk IV I believe, at Keevil, Wilts, 
just before the Arnhem raid in September, 





eae bis 


1944. This is from 196 Sqn, my father’s old 
unit. The nose motif depicts a Viking head 
and just below the rear turret can be seen 
the glider tow rope attaching bar. This par- 
ticular aircraft was lost at Arnhem. 

Arthur M. Chappell, Bedford. 


M. J. F. Bowyer writes: Serial of this 
machine may have been LJ 949. The ZO was 
in red and the V in yellow. Aircraft ‘S’ of the 
same squadron is just visible in the back- 
ground. 


Pee to Alan W. Hall’s Stirling V 
conversion in the May, 1967 issue, I 
enclose a picture of one of the sister 





machines to that illustrated. This is OO- 
XAK seen at RAF Tengah in June or July 
1948 when it was used to fly ex-Palestine 
Police officers from UK to Singapore at the 
time of the emergency in Malaya. Note the 
name ‘Air Transport’ on the nose. Letter- 
ing was in black on silver. 

John R. Maile, Mansfield, Notts. 


Dornier conversion 


EADERS may be interested to hear of 

another missile-launching variant of 

the Do 217, the Do 217 E-5. This carried 
a pair of Hs 293 glider bombs. 

The modifications needed to make this 
version from the Airfix kit are quite easy. 
Assemble the kit according to the instruc- 
tions, cutting off the barrel of the machine 
gun, (part 23) but putting the stub in the 
place indicated in the instructions. Kit 
should then be finished as the level bomb- 
ing variant. Missiles are from the He 177 
kit and are positioned with the missile 
racks 43 mm from the wing tip. A pitot 
head needs fitting, 11 mm long and located 
29 mm from the port wing tip. 

Two small triangular windows were 
fitted to the actual aircraft, just behind the 
nose. The aircraft I modelled was 6N-GP 
of 6/KG 100. Colour scheme was two-tone 
splinter green with pale blue under sur- 
faces and a yellow G after the cross on 
either side. The number ‘15’ was carried on 
the port side of the nose in white numerals, 
at a scale size of 4 mm. 

Michael Mudd, Harwich, Essex. 
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GRAND PRIX MODEL 
RACEWAYS LIMITED 


Once again offer a comprehensive list of up-to-date plastic 
models and kits available to modellers via our unrivalled 


mail order service 





Revell 


PLANES 


H201 


Flying Fortress B-17 


H202 Avro Lancaster (Dambuster) 
H203 ~=Liberator B-24 
H204 Focke-Wulf Condor 
H205 PB4Y-! 

H206 Lockheed YF-12A 
H207_ ~=Lancaster Mk | 
H208 Swing Wing Fill 
H210 = R.A.A.F. Fille 

H282 = Spitfire Mk | 

H283 Curtiss P-40E 

H284 Messerschmitt |09F 
H261 Skyraider 

H290 8 Spad Xill 

H291 Sopwith Camel 
H292 Fokker Triplane 
OTHER KITS 

H1I280 Jaguar E-type 
H1I267 VW Station Wagon 
G1I268 Thames Panel Truck 
H1I269 ’SI Ford Anglia 
H1I233 Honda Super Sports 
H1I234 Honda Racing Bike 
H1833 Friendship 7 Spacecraft 
H1834 Mercury & Gemini 
H1835 Gemini Capsule 
H1I836 Apollo Spacecraft 





CAR KITS 1/25 SCALE 


103 
104 
105 


116 


Ford Cougar 

Ford G.T. 

'48 Ford Convertible 

‘65 Lotus Ford (Indy Winner) 
Maverick’s Little Red Wagon 
Lola T70 

New Mustang II 

Ford Lotus STP Special 

Ford G.T. Mk I 

Ford G.T. ‘J’ Car 
Volkswagen 

*48 Ford Coupe 

Chaparral 2E 


AIRCRAFT KIT 1/48 SCALE 


40! 


Executive Lear Jet 


*K*& TAMIYA 


TANKS 1/21 SCALE MOTORISED 


Gl M4 Sherman Tank 72/3 
G2 PzKw3 German Tank 72/3 
G43 75 mm, Assault Gun 72/3 
G44 155 mm, M2 Gun (no motor) 33/7 


TANKS 1/21 AND 1/25 SCALE WITH 2 
MOTORS AND REMOTE CONTROL 


G50 Big Shot 1/21 scale 103/3 
G5! German Panzer Tank 1/25 scale 123/11 
G54 German Jagd Panther Rommel 

Tank 1/25 scale 123/11 
G39 British Chieftain Tank 1/25 scale 123/11 
TANKS 1/25 SCALE MOTORISED 
G34 German Panther Tank 98/- 
G35 Germ. Jagd Panther Rommel T. 98/- 
G36 British Chieftain Tank 98/- 


TANKS, ARMOURED CARS, ETC. 1/35 
SCALE MOTORISED 


G3 T105 JSII Stalin Tank 46/6 
G4 T55 Russian Tank 30/11 
G5 M4I Walker Bulldog Tank 25/4 
G6 T34 Russian Tank 25/4 
GI7 British Chieftain Tank 46/6 
G42 French Twin Flack Tank 

AMX DCA 30 25/4 
G46 French Archery Tank AMX 105 25/4 
G47 Rommel Tank 30/11 
G48 Napoleon Tank AMX 30 30/11 
G49 M48 Patton Tank 46/ 
GIs Scorpion Armoured Car 16/ 
GI9 Spider (Coventry) Arm, Car 16/6 
G40 Saladin Armoured Car 18/6 
G4l M8 Armoured Car 18/6 
G45 SU100 Assault Gun 25/4 
G52 M4 Sherman Tank 30/11 
G37 King Tiger Tank 46/6 
G38 Hunting Tiger Tank 46/6 
TANKS 1/55 SCALE MOTORISED 
G20 M42 Hunter Tank 12/2 
Gi! SU 57 Stalin Tank 12/2 
G22 M 24 Tank 12/2 
G23 T 92 Destroyer Tank 12/2 
G24 Crusader Tank 12/2 
G25 T 235 Long Tom 12/2 
MOTORISED CAR KIT 1/12 SCALE 
Gil Honda Formula |! 72/3 


REMOTE CONTROL CONVERSION KITS 


MI (For 1/35 scale) 18/1 
M2 (For 1/21 scale) 24/4 


uc AIRCRAFT KITS 


Zuin 5/1! 
A2 Avenger 5/l 
A3 Helldiver 5,1 
Ad Wildcat 5/1 
AS Saiun 5/I 
Aé Shiun 5/1 
AT Buffalo 5/1 
A& Goshikisen 5,l 
Ag Zerosen (Naval Version) 5/1 
Alo Dauntless 5/t 
All Serian 5/1 
All Curtiss P36A 5/1 
Al3 Reppu 5/1 
A26 Peggy Bomber 27/4 
Al7 Yasukini Bomber 27/4 
A28 KI. 109 Bomber 27/4 
A29 Peggy Bomber 28/5 
A30 Type 96 Nell Bomber 24/4 
A3l Nippon Go Transport Aircraft 24/4 
A32 Type 96 Naval Torpedo Bomber 24/4 
A38 Freedom Fighter 15/O scale F-SA 21/8 

MF-BI 1.5 3-volt Riko Aircraft 

Motor 7/2 
1/12 SCALE MOTORISED CAR KITS 
AT70 Lotus 33 Kit 61/11 
A72 Ferrari Flat 12 Kit 62/11 
AT74 Honda Sports $800 93/- 
AT75 Toyota Sport 2000 GT 93/- 
1/16 SCALE MOTORISED CAR KITS 
AT73 Ford GT 40 72/3 
A76 Lola Ford 38/9 
ATT Brabham Ford 38/9 
AT78 Lotus Ford 38/9 


LARGE SCALE MOTORISED WARSHIPS 
Aé60 Musashi Battleships 1/250 
£10.17.0 


scale 
Aé2 £10.17.0 


Enterprise |/400 scale 
HISTORIC CANNONS De Luxe 
range BY PALMER PLASTICS 


27 24 Ib. Naval Gun Kit 16/— 
28 Civil War Field Gun 16/- 
29 Gatling Gun Kit 16/- 
33 75 mm. Artillery Piece Kit 16/- 
34 Revolutionary Field Gun Kit 16/- 


WESTERN SERIES AND 
CARRIAGE KITS BY U.P.C. 


4008 State Coach of England 30/11 
4003 Lafayette Coach 9/3 
4010 Covered Wagon 9/3 
4011 Stage Coach 9/3 
4012 Medicine Wagon 9/3 
4013 Chuck Wagon 9/3 





PART NUMBERS Please refer to part numbers wherever possible. 


MAIL ORDER Return mail order to anywhere in the world—for orders up to £3 please include 2/6 for post and packing 
(overseas 7/6)— orders over £3 post free except overseas—(overseas airmail parcels extra 5/- on standard 7/6 charge). 

C.O.D. Cash on delivery service offered for mail or telephone orders—standard G.P.O charge 3/6 in addition to post and packing 
if applicable. 





122 KING STREET HAMMERSMITH LONDON W6 Te. 01-748 - 6437 


open to personal callers 10 a.m.—10 p.m. (the only day we are not open is Monday). 


May, 1968 
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We have many letters from readers requesting back 
copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE containing conversion 
articles. Back copies of some issues are still avail- 
able for the benefit of readers who may have missed 
or mislaid earlier editions. For example, here are 
some of the practical articles which have appeared. 





1966: July—RF-4C Phantom conversion. 
September—Matador variants. 1967: June— 
Mosquito profile. July—Soviet missile tank. 
August— Early Churchills. September— Avro 
York and German half-tracks. November— 
Japanese tankette and ‘Daring’ conversions. 
December—Halifax and RNAS Camel. 1968: 
January—Tram model and M12. February— 
DH9 conversion. March—Model timber yard. 





Would readers please note that all issues not 
listed above are now out of print and can no 
longer be supplied. 








Back copies cost 2s each (including postage) for 
all copies up to and including September, 1966. 
From October, 1966, onwards the cost is 2s 6d an 
issue, post paid. Please address all requests for 
back copies, together with your remittance, to our 
circulation department at SURRIDGE DAWSON & 
CO (PRODUCTIONS) LTD, PUBLISHING DEPT, 
26 ABERDOUR STREET, LONDON SEi1. 





ARE YOU A KIT CONVERTER P 





BOOKS FOR WAR MODELLERS 
Aircraft, Ships, Tanks, Weapons, Uniforms 


German WW/2 Sub-Machine Guns and Assault Rifles (Aberdeen Proving 
Ground) Over 100 photos showing 55 types. 5is 6d 
Milit. Uniforms of World in Colour; 512 ill, 1506-date. 3ls 6d 
The British Army of 1914 and its History (R. Money Barnes); 352 pp., 
64 < 92in., 8 col. plates, 29 others. Ready June. 53s 6d 
German Military Uniforms and Insignia 1933/45. 68s 6d 
Colours of SS and 3rd Reich. 56 large pp. (22 col.) Wraps. 85s 6d 
Tank Data (Aberdeen Proving Ground) WW2 types only. 72s 6d 
The British Destroyer (March) Huge ! Masses illus. £10. 15s Od 
Air Organizations of 3rd Reich. Many colour drawings. 91s 6d 
Munson: Fighters, Attack and Training A/c 1914/19 (80 in col.) and Bombers 
Patrol and Recce. A/c "14/19 (66 in col. ) Each 19s Od 
Aircraft Markings of the World 1912/67 (Harleyford). 73s 6d 


Many others. Post paid. 
Call or write. Early Closing Wednesday. 
GRAHAM K,. SCOTT 
2 The Broadway, Friern Barnet Road, London, N.!1 


TANK PHOTOGRAPHS 


Postcard Size Gloss Prints. Catalogue 6d. 


STARTER SET Gi Six German Tanks 

Pz.Kpfw Tiger Ausf E. Pz.Kpfw lV Ausf G. Pz.Kpfw III Ausf J. 
Pz.Kpfw 35 R. Pz.Jaeger 1.-15cm s.FH 13 Sd.Kfz 135/1. 
Price 7/10d. (including free catalogue). 


BELLONA WARPICS 
P.O. Box 1, Wargrave, Berkshire 


REPLICA MODERN FIREARMS! 


Now available for the first time in this country, the finest 
WORKING replicas ever produced. All your favourites including 
Luger, Walther P.38, Mauser, Colt 45 and many others. All 
firearms certificate or licence 


realistic beyond belief; no 
required. Send 2/- plus large S.A.E. for illustrated price list 


to N.W.O., 32 Lichfield Road, Liverpool, 15. List of Nazi 


Militaria 1/6d. 
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NOW 3-3. « HAE 


SHERMAN 
bat 


book form by popular demand 





Such was the interest created by ‘The Sherman 
Story’ when it appeared in AIRFIX magazine a year 
ago that the entire series, much expanded and 
revised, has been re-published in book form: 


THE SHERMAN 


An illustrated history of the M4 Medium Tank by 
PETER CHAMBERLAIN and CHRIS ELLIS 


Contents include: 


* The chronologicai history of the development of the M4 

% The M4 Sherman mark by mark 

* The special purpose variants 

%* BIG PICTORIAL SECTION (40 pages) covering the Sherman 
variants in greater detail than was possible in the magazine 

* Most pictures rare and hitherto unpublished: differing from 
those published in the magazine 

* Cross-section drawing of typical Sherman 

* Ammunition stowage drawing 

* Side views of representative variants 

* Production summary 

* Specification tables 

A ‘must’ for armour and military enthusiasts 

Authoritative and precise history of one of the world’s best- 

known and most famous tanks 

A ‘must’ for military modellers PRICE 30s net 

(USA $4.50) 


Published by 
ARMS & ARMOUR PRESS (enue 17:00 Daas 


Available from principal military book stockists including 
Trotman (Arms Books), W. E. Hersant Ltd, Graham K. Scott, 
Chater & Scott. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES: Arms & Armour Press, 16 Pembridge Road, 


London W11 
OR Direct from AIRFIX magazine. 








If you prefer not to cut your magazine, write your 
order out on a piece of notepaper. 


ee eee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee, 
! To: PSL PUBLICATIONS LTD 

i 

' Brooks House, Upper Thames St, London EC4 
! Please send me ............ copies of THE SHERMAN 
| at 30s (plus 1s 6d postage and packing). | enclose 
PAY TOMRIAACE JOR. 05 ckes tovasit.. HBS cheque/P.O. 
, NAME 

1 ADDRESS 

l 

! 

i 

L 


AIRFIX magazine 


AIRFIX 


magazine 





RATES: 5d per word. Minimum charge 5s 
BOX NUMBERS: 1s 10d extra charge 
All advertisements must be prepaid 


Classified Adverts 





Please address your correspondence to: 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 
Brooks House, Upper Thames Street, London EC4 
Closing date for next issue — May 1 





FOR SALE 


Military and Civil Aircraft Photographs. Lists 3d. SAE 
please. T. A. Brown, 45 Clifton Road, Southall, Middx. 


Armoured Fighting Vehicles, Aviation, Car Profiles—2/6d 
each (35 cents USA) plus 1/- (15 cents) per 6 issues postage: 
Aviation 1-168, Cars 1-78, 2/- (30 cents) each plus postage; 
Catalogues 4d (10 cents): Bookshop, 116 Bohemia Road, 
St Leonards, Sussex. 


A Bruxelles, au Comptoir D’Ethiel, Paradis du modéliste, 
toujours en stock—boites de construction plastiques de 
toutes marques. Avions, blindés, autos, bateaux, soldats 
Historex et Aiglon. Soldats de plomb Norman Newton. 
Documentations—Tradition, Profiles et Bellona. Dioramas 
Bellona. Miniatures Roco et Roskopf. Decalcomanies— 
ABT. Couleurs camouflages—Modelcolor et Humbrol. 
Chausee de Haecht, Bruxelles 3. Tel 18.23.94. 


Buy the Real Thing—German WW II and American Civil 
War Badges, Uniforms, Weapons, etc; Waffen SS Ski Cap 
Badge—12/6d; Army Officer’s Cap Eagle—8/6d; ditto Luft- 
waffe—8/6d; German Soldier’s Arm Badge—6/6d; ditto 
Marines—6/6d; Civil War US Belt Buckle—22/6d; illus- 
trated full list—2/- plus large SAE. 30 Durham Road, 
Bromley, Kent. 


New Arrivals from Japan! Post free prices: Tamiya tanks 
from 11/- to 95/-; Japanese warships Nichimo, Hasegawa, 
Tamiya from 7/- to 81/-; new aircraft kits: RITA-bomber 
£2 7s; Spitfire 5B; Phantom II 4J and 4K, etc. Ask for new 
list from M. Hodde, Tussenmeer 250, Amsterdam . 


Military Vehicle Plans—1 : 76 Scale. No. 45 Ford (UK) WOA-2 
Heavy Utility 4 x 2. No. 46 Ford (UK) WOC-1 8 cwt 4x 2 PU. 
No 47 Ford (UK) WOT-2A 15 cwt 4 x 2 GS. No 48 Ford (UK) 
WOT-3 30 cwt 4 x 2 GS. 1/6 each or 4 for 4/6d Post Free in UK. 
Church, ““Honeywood’’, Middle Road, Tiptoe, Nr Lymington, 
Hants. SO4 OFX. 


Airfix Magazines, May 1963 to December 1967 £3. Aircraft of 
Fighting Powers, Vols 1-7 £14. Famous Bombers| Fighters, 
Macdonald £1 each. Melling, 26 Bexfield Close, Coventry. 


Complete Set ‘Rosebud’ Locos, (free running) and rolling stock 
Midland Pullman (4 car) with motorised bogie. Details apply 
L. G. Swift, 27 Chaston Place, Kettering, Northants. 


Wargames Collection. Equipment, Soldiers. List, 25 Eton Place, 
Plymouth, Devon. 


Japanese 1/36, 1/21, 1/76 AFV’s Monogram Kits. Greatly 
reduced prices, approximately half! Little extra for postage. 
Allow 8 weeks for delivery. SAE details Graham Abbs, 68 
Larkhill Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire. 


Railway Magazines, January 1954 to May 1963, January to 
December 1927. Offers? Overy, 35 Somerlea, Willand, 
Cullompton, Devon. 

Model Railway News, April 1950 to September 1951, October 
1956 to February 1962. Offers? Overy, 35 Somerlea, Willand, 
Cullompton, Devon. 

Unmade Kits, Kleeware, Tri-Motor, Stinson and Frog DC7C 
Aircraft. Offers. J. Turner, 2Summerside, Buckland, Faringdon, 
Berks. 

Flight, Aeronautics, RAF Flying Review, Meccano Magazine, 
etc. Large stock for disposal. List 6d. SAE please. Pearcy, 
Cartrefle, Llanbedr, Merioneth. 
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Airfix Magazine, September 1963 to April 1968 £5 including 
postage. P. Bryson, 25 Torr Crescent, Plymouth. 

Military Photographs. New series modern British equipment 
specimen set of 25 cards (3 x 5) 10/6d (US $1.50) 11,000 titles 
available. 9d (stamps) for details and samples. Tanks. Armoured 
Cars. Artillery Missiles, Transport etc. Technikaphoto, 65 
Ricardo Street, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Aircraft of the Fighting Powers, Volumes 4, 5 and 6. Offers. SAE. 
Travers, 12 Downs Road, Beckenham, Kent. 


WANTED 


Locos OO 2 Rail, TT Locos, Rolling stock and Kits made/ 
unmade. Any condition. Cash offers for complete layouts. 
Collect 100 miles Chester. Full details, price in mind with 
SAE to Whiteley, 34 Glastonbury Avenue, Upton-by- 
Chester. 

Britains Metal Toy Soldiers Wanted. High prices paid. Write 
giving details of what you have and price to S. Wade, 61 
Brighton Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6. 

Airfix Magazines. No | to May 1965. Price and condition. 
Gold, 45 Blacklands Road, Benson, Oxon. 

Eagle and Triang Minic Ships. 47 Handel Street, Derby. 
Airfix Magazines. January to April 1967. Also November 1966. 
Good condition. Wilkinson, 3 Burford Road, Horsham, Sussex. 
Negatives and Prints of WW2. German or British military air- 
craft. Will buy or exchange for rare aviation books. T. J. Baxter, 
16 Graymount Road, Newtownabbey, N Ireland. 

Complete set of Airfix Magazine, clean and preferably with 
binders. Dr. Gibson, The Green, Anstey, Leicester. 

Model Cars pre-1955, any sort or size, Dinky, Britains, tin-plate 
etc. Also books on flying and motoring. Dr. Gibson, The 
Green, Anstey, Leicester. 

Dinky Toys: 1948-1958, Cars, Commercials and Aeroplanes 
(no Military Vehicles). Must be in reasonable condition. 
Lists and prices to Steven Milliss, 127A Bradbourne Park 
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

For Sale to Highest Bidder 53 copies Airfix Magazine 1— 
March 1967. Roger Hardcastle, 40 Liebenrood Road, 
Reading, Berks. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Belgian Plastic Modellers! IPMS Belgian section will assist 
and inform you. Write: A. Lambin, 2 Avenue Detroch, 
Bruxelles 16. 


PERSONAL 


Have you a model railway? If so, you must read Railway 
Modeller monthly 2/6d. Each issue packed with Show-you- 
how articles and descriptions of other people’s layouts to 
help and encourage you to get the most from your own line. 
From Model Shops and Newsagents everywhere. Send 6d 
for specimen copy to Peco Publications, Seaton, Devon. 


NEW BOOKS 
ARMOR SERIES 6—ARMOR ON THE EASTERN FRONT. 
52pp. over 100 photos. 4 colour side views. 24s 6d post paid 
“FAMOUS AIRCRAFT’ MONOGRAPHS—B-58 HUSTLER LOCKHEED 
CONSTELLATION—BOEING-707 
Average 70pp, fine photos & scale drawings. 
Each of the three 26s Od post paid from 
W. E. HERSANT LTD. 228 ARCHWAY ROAD, LONDON, N.é. 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE! 


Published to mark the 50th Anniversary 
of the Royal Air Force on April 1, 1968 


PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE RAF 


Volume 1 1918-1939 


Vole 3 188-188 FOR THE SPECIALIST 





John W.R. Taylor and P. J. R. Moyes Airfix : M.R.R.C. provide a wide range of 

There have been many histories of the Royal Air Force, accessories from 1/32nd and 1/24th scale 
but never one like this. The evolution and achievements cars to engines, tyres and steering units. 
of Britain's air forces are put into new perspective against ty : ; f 
a background of the changing world of our twentieth cen- Latent SRUiene sO Une. Yen Growes, mee ere: 
tury. Not only do we learn why - as well as how - the RAF Borger ee. a ae rg ee for secnegg au 

on pick up Cat. No. . 1 yd. per packet. Price 3/-. 
and its predecessors gained victory in the great air battles Connecting wire made specially for M.R.R.C. con- 
of two world wars, we see how they blazed a trail across taining 65 strands of fine copper wire, P.V.C. coated 
oceans and deserts for the airlines to follow, and kept Cat No. 827. Price 1/3d. per yd. 
the peace for two desperately dangerous decades after 
World War Il. DR RS TTR BATE Se jor Met See (tenes 1c ec 
This superbly illustrated work forms a unique, scrupu- Please send 6d. for catalogue and name of nearest stockist to: 
lously accurate and highly readable tribute to the Service 29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 


Volume 1, published March 28 price 25/-. Volumes 2 and 3 
will be published in the autumn 


TERMINAL HOUSE, 


TAN 27.LAN #pA Aly/shl ihe‘ g +4 SG TR Gaara a ee ime che eee mee nin ree 









L CARS NOW ON SALE [QTT’S when 
WORLD ~ CAA aia a APPARATUS 
= =| BOOKSELLER fh Se wine Engt or MEAL Lahore 
tory Apparatus available—included are 


The finest book on 57 different chemicals and over 80 pieces 
of apparatus. 





model cars ever LIST AND POSTAGE FREE 
. Obtainable at Toy Dealers everywhere 
p ubl ished or write for List enclosing addressed 
ee a eg ag ee envelope to :- 
306 pages 10” x 84”—over 500 illustrations—lists 
7,000 models made by over 170 manufacturers. Many LOTT’S BRICKS LTD. 
other feature articles by authors Jacques Greilsamer Dept. AF |. Watford. Herts. 
and Bertrand Azéma. Price 84s net. sf ” 





IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING YOUR COPY— 
SEND DIRECT TO THE SOLE UK PUBLISHERS 


LEARN WARGAMING FROM 
PATRICK STEPHENS LIMITED THE WORLD’S EXPERTS 


PSin Brooks House, Upper Thames Street 
' London EC4 (01-248 1443) Each Month in Miniature Warfare Champion Wargamers 





To: PATRICK STEPHENS LTD OR YOUR MODEL 
i Brooks House RETAILER OR Jf 
1 Upper Thames Street, London EC4 BOOKSHOP ' 
' Please send me a copy of ‘‘Catalogue of Model Cars of the 

World’’ at 84s (post free). | enclose my cheque/P.O. ; 
t ot aPC AM Re moe OE A pe SPIRO BE Rag te eee by Ee arr e Sey any ar i 
Hie et OR: chek ws Rina Gee NORBERG Ree. ~ Saenl Oee oe aee i 
I 
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discuss tactical abilities and weapon capabilities of 
various armies throughout the ages. 


For atrial copy of Miniature Warfare send a 12” x 9” s.a.e. 
(postage 6d inland, 8d overseas) with a 2/6d P.O. to: 
MINIATURE WARFARE (Dept. AM3) 
61 Benares Road, London, S.E.18. 


please) ee ee a a ae ee ae ee a ee ee (AM) =! AER SR NR SE EE EE ENTS SIS I POTEET, 
AIRFIX magazine 











NEW BANKED CIRCUIT 


MB 300 SET £12.19.10 | 
WITH TWO NEW GP CARS 


A new MotorAce set from Ajirfix—the Interna- 
tional MR 300—complete with a banked circuit 
for high performance cornering. Included in the 
set are two new 1/32nd scale cars—the Honda 
and Eagle Weslake. Over 31ft. of double track lay- 
out. Banked Section available separately 21/8d, 
High Speed Honda and Eagle Weslake at 27/9d. 


EAGLE WESLAKE 












ae 
t+ 


\ 


\ 








A wide 








selection %& 

of tyres for = Complete 

all models. Ackermann 

Latest addition steering 
units to 





the SP 002 for 
superb road hold- 
ing and long life. 


1/32nd READY-TO-RACE 


CARS ia 5 Gg m a 


provide natural 
cornering on all cars. 









5, 


hates 








™ Latest addition to the 
Clubman Special ready- 
to-race range. Cars fitted 
with Ball Race motor. 
Price 54/11d 





1/24th scale READY TO RACE CAR Price 70/6d 






LOLA T70 


| AIRFIN=:MRR 


AIRFIX PRODUCTS LIMITED - 





STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - 


ie 






STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS 















a @-NEW 4SECTION BANKED TRACK 












































HALDANE PLACE - 



















Covering 1/32nd 

and 1/24th scale 
cars with varying types of motor. 
Models include—Porsche, Ferrari, 
Felday Ford, Honda, Weslake, 
B.R.M.and many more. From 46/6d 


AIRFIX MAGAZINE | BODY (~~ 


AIRFLX ooo 


Hand controllers for 
AIRFIX/M.R.R.C. covering a 
range of 73, 10 and 15 ohms. § 











A magazine concerned The at 
solely with plastic model- Honda, Weslake 
ling. News, photography and Felday Ford have 

and articles. Only two now been added to the existing 
shillings monthly. range of Airfix moulded body shells. 





THE COMPLETE RANGE OF 
MOTOR RACING ACCESSORIES 
See the complete range at your local stockist. 


GARRATT LANE - S.W.18 





Printed by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester, England 





YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 





: ARMOUR 
FROG 1/72 MIDORI 1/76 AIRFIX 1/72 x tee 
3 NEW KITS 3 NEW TANKS '- 3 NEW 
API9 Tank Mk. Vil ‘Th 
A7A Corsair 6/9 ideal to add to your Airfix AIRC RA FT [ataerosional? / 
F5A Freedom Fighter 4/1 collection. Hellcat 38 AP20 Panzerjager Tiger (P) 
Blackburn Shark 4/1 ee | 27 er goat 
M 41 Sherman Mk | ‘ gir Napebclband 
is : | Ford Trimotor 19 AP22 Light Tank Type 95 
Japanese Medium Tank Type 61. eta HA-GO 
REVELL 1/72 Japanese Medium Tank Type 4. ge ES: 27 pbeet es ue. € 
AP24 M.47 Patton 
Douglas A20C Havoc 97 FUJIMI AIRCRAFT : 
ATA Corsair 9'7 Westland Wasp ASRI (1/50) 13/6 Douglas Skyraider (1/70) 15/6 2/6 EACH 


Bell Huey Cobra(1/50) —Ss 15/6 ~—s*F.8D Crusader (1/70) 13/6 


Postage: | copy 
6d., 2 copies 9d., 
and 3d. extra per 






A new tank kit of high quality that will be a must for all collections. 
Order yours now and avoid disappointment. 


CENTURION Mark 10 










AUTHENTIC 
NOW W.W.1 AUTHENTIC TANK. nos taal 
AIRCRAFT COLOURS COLOURS — Up to 10/-, 17 
T2 France 1939 Green Up to £2. 3/- 
BS a rn . n ' ’ 
FRENCH 5 T.3 “agen 1939 Brown SEE ee ae up f ee oa 
we : ya sW.2 Havane Brown; W. Gress ve German 1939 eet pe PAGE 361 > £6 post 
| ue 
T.6 G an 1942 Sand 
BRITISH - ‘German ie Wine Red 
: : Gs reen 
W.5 Pale Grey; W.6 Khaki Green. rs Peslirail cana 
GERMAN ee Us Soe ont | 
: > ee Pte ive 
G.1 Pink Pale Grey; G.2 Pale Blue; G.3 Dark T.12 U.S.S.R.—Dark Green — R. id a 
Green; G.4 Tango Red; G.5 Violet . ae : : a tig our White eer cree tc wre care 
2/+ per tin plus post. Send S.A.E. ae full list of all ee 1 LZ ej 
. authentic colours. i : pens i Meta A MAIL OR. 


Satie nea Caterpillars — = Bisset 
oceees 2). pertin plus post. 


327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 — 01-540 7333/4 


